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blimp-build-
ing experi-
ence has been
coming in
three times a
week to work
on the lacing,
Haren said.
‘“We’ve
got 20, 25

Bush applauds news
of growing economy

Administration prods Congress to extend tax cuts

Blimp

Lacing expected to be
completed next week

Continued from Page D1

By Jennifer Loven
Associated Press

CHICAGO: President Bush
shrugged off a report showing

ment rate declined last month to
4.9 percent from 5.0 percent in
November.

He confronted Democratic

All that keeps these critical
metal pieces connected to the
envelope is the lacing.

“There’s a certain lace pat-

years of expe-
rience work-
ing with guys
with 50 years

weaker-than-expected job critics and others who oppose N ; ) of experi-
growth on Friday and declared extending tax cuts scheduled to glmag?sl}ii eég’g;?ﬁgt{g;egulig_ ence,” he said.
that “the American economy expire in 2008, including lower visor “Tﬁ)ere are certain thIi)n s “We have
heads into 2006 with a full head rates on stock dividends and cap- have to watch for. It h tg new  guys
of steam.” ital gains. you have to watch for. It has to who Fbave
o . . do with structural integrity. In

Bush rattled off recent gov-  “Just as this economy is get- case a lace breaks, you don’t never (laced)
ernment reports suggesting a ting going, there are some in lose the whole thiné ” before. Others
growing U.S. economy, and he Washington who want to take On this day, 10 of the 16 bat- ... want a

used his speech to the Chicago

the money out of your pockets,”

tens had been attached.

refresher on

Economi%Cﬁl.lb t(c)lpr_od Congres’s Bush said.. “It’s a time-consuming PAUL TOPLE/Akron Beacon Journal how to do i_t‘”
to exten Hich o rgmlstratlo_n S He said that to oppose ex- process,” Haren said. “We’re  Crew members attach the last of 16 rigid battens around the nose of the new And while
tax cuts, which are due to expire.  tending the tax cuts was the moving ahead pretty good.” Goodyear blimp. The metal tubes are affixed with a special kind of rope lacing. they  have

“In 2005, the American econ-
omy turned in a performance
that is the envy of the industrial-
ized world,” Bush said.

Bush, who also visited the
Chicago Board of Trade, spoke
as he and his economic team
trumpeted recent improvements
in the economy, despite Friday’s
mixed jobs report showing a
slowdown in monthly hiring.

U.S. payrolls expanded by
108,000 jobs during December,
about half of expectations. But
hiring in November was revised
sharply upward, to 305,000 new
jobs instead of the 215,000 repor-
ted earlier. And the unemploy-

same as “saying we’re gong to
raise taxes on you.”

Afterward, House Minority
Leader Nancy Pelosi responded
that Bush was seeking another
round of tax cuts for the wealthy
while middle-class families
struggled to pay their bills.

“The president claims he has
created a strong economy, but
working Americans are telling a
different story,” Pelosi, D-Calif.,
said. “They feel the American
dream slipping further from
their grasp and they know the
reality is that this economy is not
f]elivering for middle-class fami-
ies.”

To help with the lacing, the
blimp envelope must be kept at
a certain pressure, he said. That
involves carefully inflating the
two ballonets, or large air-filled
balloons that sit fore and aft in-
side the helium-filled envelope.

Haren figures lacing the bat-
tens to the envelope will be
completed next week.

“We have a drawing that
says you do it this way,” he said.
“There’s rules to it. You try to
make it so the lacing is flat. Af-
ter (the batten is) laced, you
have to hand tighten it.

This is all a refinement of air-
ships we’ve done before.”

“We've got 20, 25 years of experience working
with guys with 50 years of experience.”

JARED HAREN

airship construction supervisor

He noted that Goodyear sold
its first airship in 1911 with the
designation DI. This latest
blimp is D654.

The process of assembling
this airship is built upon all

4 >

those decades of experience,
handed down by generations of
crews in a kind of mentor-ap-
prentice program, Haren said.

Even now, one Goodyear re-
tiree with more than 50 years of

drawings
showing how
things are supposed to be done
and what they should look like,
those drawings don’t tell the
crew why it’s done that way,
Haren said. That’s where the
people with institutional mem-
ory come into play.

And Haren said it is all com-
ing together as the lacing nears
completion and other work
continues.

“It looks good,” he said. “It
looks real good.”

Jim Mackinnon can be reached at 330-996-
3544 or jmackinnon@thebeaconjournal.com
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