
CCYYMK

26.17 21.75 AT&T Inc 1.33f 21 131264 24.45 -.20

20.20 13.05 Agilysys .12 29 1854 17.91 -.79

63.22 49.66 Allstate 1.28 21 18435 54.64 +.19

68.19 52.24 Alltel 1.54f 15 19653 63.23 -.31

40.80 32.25 AEP 1.48f 13 16049 36.86 -.24

28.02 22.31 AGreet .32 16 5826 22.96 +.11

10.25 8.52 AsdEstat .68 70 545 9.06 +.07

72.66 56.60 BP PLC 2.09e 11 43151 65.10 +.10

32.50 23.20 Bemis .72 18 6038 27.49 +.66

21.00 12.90 BrshEMat 20 750 16.04 +.40

6.90 3.30 CBIZ Inc 31 2554 5.97

34.00 25.66 CedarF 1.84 11 656 28.35 -.33

6.55 4.67 CeresGrp 12 469 5.31

99.25 46.80 ClevCliffs .80 7 7135 93.15 +5.68

22.50 13.00 CooperTire .42 8 5006 14.50 -.07

49.49 38.74 DevDv 2.16 19 6394 46.79 +.33

57.81 33.10 Diebold .82 18 4524 38.45 -.04

86.97 66.51 DomRes 2.68 28 11441 79.36 -1.46

72.69 56.65 Eaton 1.24 13 7493 67.40

34.99 22.34 EnPro 13 3867 27.60

101.87 76.81 FedExCp .32 22 44128 103.70 +5.21

23.55 16.27 Ferro lf .58 1161 18.93 +.31

48.12 35.04 FifthThird 1.52 16 18852 38.75 -.09

53.36 37.70 FirstEngy 1.80f 18 8909 48.77 -.54

29.06 24.12 FstMerit 1.12 17 2080 26.44 -.06

41.00 27.50 ForstCA s .24 75 1594 37.31 -.84

40.90 27.90 ForstCB s .24 75 24 37.43 -.91

21.25 16.75 GenCorp 1744 18.14 +.13

45.82 30.11 Goodrich .80 22 12419 40.64 +1.19

18.59 11.24 Goodyear 9 23822 17.69 -.02

27.99 19.00 GormanR .56 23 50 22.50 +.21

33.09 27.87 GMP 1.00 14 96 29.05 -.76

6.36 2.50 HooperH .06 32 1601 2.54 -.11

49.75 39.19 HubbelA 1.32 16 36 41.83 -.38

54.20 42.56 HubbelB 1.32 18 1522 45.55 -.60

25.41 20.97 HuntBnk .86 14 4164 24.10 +.12

94.64 78.50 ITW 1.32 18 6803 90.16 +1.05

52.11 30.13 Invacare .05 16 2908 30.75 +.05

39.91 32.92 JPMorgCh 1.36 20 116105 39.83 +.23

30.69 11.55 JoAnnStrs 10 1701 11.67 +.01

19.99 12.90 Keithley .15 24 418 14.34 +.03

35.00 30.10 Keycorp 1.30 13 11463 33.68 +.05

69.09 52.42 KnightR 1.48 9 3726 62.79 -.32

30.84 8.67 LamSessn 28 2470 26.28 +.07

17.10 11.70 Lesco 163 15.50 -.40

42.44 28.49 LincEl .76f 16 1125 40.03 -.07

65.46 52.54 LockhdM 1.20f 17 17889 63.04 +.28

44.51 35.25 Lubrizol 1.04 17 2768 42.86 +.20

3.86 2.35 Lucent 11 320253 2.79 +.03

21.39 9.21 Maytag .36 3574 18.77 +.10

42.95 16.80 McDerI 45 11156 43.34 +2.11

14.84 9.23 MyersInd .20 22 1088 14.56 +.21

123.00 94.57 NACCO 1.86 15 307 115.50 -.10

37.94 29.75 NatlCity 1.48 9 11584 34.18 +.04

21.64 13.91 NatIntst n .16 9 2999 19.05 +.88

25.69 20.41 NewellRub .84 22 6837 24.02 -.03

45.85 29.45 Nordson .66 19 2004 42.00 +.97

59.96 51.10 NorthropG 1.04 16 8269 59.24 +.44

33.36 12.35 OM Group 9 3238 19.09 +.50

30.30 13.07 OlympStl 10 847 24.70 +.94

6.00 3.79 Omnova 435 4.78 +.02

74.73 55.64 PPG 1.88 15 9015 57.08 +.23

30.90 12.88 ParkOh 10 682 14.39 +.06

76.94 56.80 ParkHan .92 13 4540 67.33 +.39

29.21 20.20 Pfizer .96f 22 350229 24.04 +.04

10.25 5.31 PolyOne 49 3962 6.37 +.10

124.90 81.38 ProgCp .12 16 7403 118.90 -.72

37.98 27.26 ProQuest 16 803 28.15 +.10

19.95 16.51 RPM .64f 22 2840 18.05 +.11

40.80 18.72 RTI IntlM 37 3322 38.05 +.38

14.34 6.41 RetailVent 3248 12.31 +.30

21.95 15.92 Schulmn .58 21 1049 21.30 -.04

48.84 40.47 Sherwin .82 13 5307 43.98 +.15

6.14 2.94 Sifco 14 3.26 +.05

22.23 16.55 SignetGp 1.21e 45 18.95 +.07

29.87 25.45 SkyFncl .92f 17 1050 28.25 +.08

51.65 43.64 Smucker 1.08 19 2808 44.01 +.02

27.65 21.62 Steris .16 21 1861 25.61 +.22

32.73 22.73 Timken .60 13 4223 32.23 +.63

71.97 58.00 UnBnCal 1.64 14 3954 69.88 +.25

14.55 10.11 UnBnOH .52b 16 15 12.01 +.11

31.65 26.80 US Bancrp1.32f 13 32828 30.55 +.13

18.75 15.35 UnvElc 25 275 17.27 +.03

5.38 3.41 WinthropR .11e 12 1021 5.45 +.10

64.47 38.81 YellowRd 9 11237 44.86 +.84

LOCAL STOCKS
52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

TELEPHONE STOCKS
SSttoocckk  DDiivv.. YYiieelldd PPEE SSaalleess  110000 LLaasstt CChhgg..

AT&T Inc 1.33f 5.4 21 131264 24.45 -.20
BellSouth 1.16 4.3 12 57669 27.20 -.22
QwestCm 90249 5.61 -.04
VerizonCm 1.62 5.3 10 108353 30.62 +.08

RReeaaddiinngg  SSttoocckk  TTaabblleess

FFoooottnnootteess::  n - new issues; pf -

preferred; s - the stock split in the

last 52 weeks; vj - in bankruptcy;

wt - warrant; u - indicates new 52-

week high; d - indicates new 52-

week low. For a complete glos-

sary of Associated Press foot-

notes and abreviations see

wwwwww..mmaarrkkeettss..aapp..oorrgg

MMuuttuuaall  FFuunndd  FFoooottnnootteess:: NAV

stands for Net Asset Value or the

price a share brings when sold.

Footnotes: e - ex-capital gains

distribution; x - ex-cash dividend;

n - no front-end load or contin-

gent deferred sales charges; p -

fund assets are used to pay dis-

tribution costs 12(b) (1) plan; r -

redemption fee or contingent

deferred load; f - both p and r.

MOST ACTIVE

Maxtor 719,498 6.93 +2.41
GnMotr 505,178 19.05 -.80
Pfizer 350,229 24.04 +.04
Lucent 320,253 2.79 +.03
SeagateT 287,661 20.23 +.63
WDigitl 252,006 18.45 +2.89
TimeWarn 207,689 17.58 -.16
GenElec 205,283 35.32 -.22
FordM 169,246 8.02 -.03
Motorola 157,504 22.90 +.41

TOP GAINERS

Maxtor 6.93 +2.41 Up 53
Nissin rs 25.01 +4.06 Up 19
WDigitl 18.45 +2.89 Up 19
Clark Inc 14.00 +1.33 Up 11
ChrisBnk 17.98 +1.52 Up 9
PlaytxPd 15.44 +1.27 Up 9
DeefldTri n 13.51 +.93 Up 7
INCO wt 17.98 +1.20 Up 7
Jabil 37.04 +2.50 Up 7
Turksh 23.85 +1.55 Up 7

TOP LOSERS

TotalSys 18.91 -3.05 Off 14
NEqPrmG n 18.00 -1.60 Off 8
TDK 76.75 -5.00 Off 6
Suntech n 21.33 -1.07 Off 5
Synovus 26.80 -1.27 Off 5
Worthgtn 19.73 -.90 Off 4
YPF Soc 52.71 -2.29 Off 4
GnMotr 19.05 -.80 Off 4
SagaCom 10.52 -.43 Off 4
BlckbstrB 3.25 -.12 Off 4

Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg. Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

NYSE INDEXESS&P NASDAQ INDEXDOW JONES
Close ChangeClose Change Close Change

S&P 500 1262.79 +3.17
Value Line Arith 1927.29 +12.80
Value Line Geometric 414.73 +2.70

Composite 2231.66 +9.24
Indust 1881.83 +12.76
Insurance 3664.85 +9.48
Financl 4452.31 -19.92
Transport 2455.09 +59.16
NMS Comp 1009.43 +4.20
NMS Inds 770.94 +5.30

30 Indus 10833.73 +28.18
20 Transp 4198.69 +95.57
15 Utils 408.24 -4.98
65 Stocks 3662.86 +22.76

Comp 7806.75 +29.48
U.S. 100 6153.65 +14.29
NYSE Engy 10268.27 +19.07
NYSE Fincl 8058.12 +40.32
NYSE Hlthcre 6512.38 +3.03

NYSE +29.48

NASD +9.24

AMEX +2.01

Cisco 758,346 17.21 -.10
Microsoft 728,299 26.73 -.13
Nasd100Tr 656,745 41.13 +.18
SiriusS 493,965 6.67 +.08
Oracle 414,051 12.18 -.10
Mcromse 394,422 9.92 +2.71
Intel 341,149 25.88 +.07
SunMicro 310,018 4.28 +.05
JDS Uniph 296,224 2.51 +.07
DellInc 221,141 30.93 -.32

Mcromse 9.92 +2.71 Up 38
VocalTec n 12.90 +2.90 Up 29
HaupgDig 6.53 +1.36 Up 26
App Img rs 1.21 +.24 Up 25
ChinaESv n 8.84 +1.49 Up 20
Newtek 1.82 +.29 Up 19
GenesysSA 1.22 +.17 Up 16
21CenH wt 2.89 +.39 Up 16
Buca 6.19 +.82 Up 15
Genelab rs 2.03 +.27 Up 15

AtlLibFn 22.50 -5.52 Off 20
GallHist 1.23 -.29 Off 19
ConsMerc 2.00 -.47 Off 19
Wavecm 11.84 -2.13 Off 15
VillB&T wt 2.58 -.42 Off 14
TowerS 1.55 -.25 Off 14
Yocream 4.41 -.69 Off 14
Consulier 4.55 -.64 Off 12
AbleEnr 6.92 -.94 Off 12
ValTech 1.60 -.20 Off 11

SPDR 483,696 126.03 +.20
iShRs2000 s290,875 67.79 +.81
SP Engy 176,843 51.45 +.11
SemiHTr 92,678 37.23 -.05
OilSvHT 85,131 132.19 +.87
GlobeTel n 70,382 3.04 -.29
SP Fncl 59,311 31.93 +.09
DJIA Diam 58,854 108.15 +.26
BemaGold 48,824 2.81 +.10
iSh EAFE s 48,782 60.59 +.29

Cytomed n 2.49 +.39 Up 19
Simulatns 4.80 +.70 Up 17
InfoSonic 15.70 +2.11 Up 16
WstsdeEn n 4.30 +.57 Up 15
ADDvntgT 6.40 +.78 Up 14
Minrad n 1.75 +.20 Up 13
HltcrAcq wt 1.45 +.16 Up 12
NA Pall g 8.57 +.92 Up 12
EntrGld n 1.55 +.16 Up 12
Memry 1.84 +.17 Up 10

CGI Hldg n 2.12 -.12 Off 5
Callisto 1.35 -.15 Off 10
FarmTel h 1.50 -.10 Off 6
FusionTl n 2.41 -.14 Off 6
GlobeTel n 3.04 -.29 Off 9
I-Trax h 2.05 -.14 Off 6
LawEnf n 2.57 -.28 Off 10
OneTrv rslf 1.90 -.25 Off 12
Telkonet 4.19 -.36 Off 8
TiensBio n 3.83 -.22 Off 5

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Prime Rate 7.25 7.25

Discount Rate Primary 5.25 5.25

Fed Funds close 4.25 4.25

T-Bills:

3-month 3.90 3.82

6-month 4.20 4.15

T-Bill, annualized, adjusted for

constant maturity:

1-year 4.34 4.35

T-Notes:

1-year 4.44 4.34

5-year 4.44 4.37

T-Bond:

30-year 4.68 4.67

FNMA 30-year mortgage commitment:

30-days 6.10 6.14

Money market fund:

30-day avg yld: 3.42 3.37

Last        Wk.Ago

Last        Wk.Ago

Aluminum, cents per lb., LME 101.6 101.8

Antimony, American per lb. 3700-3800 3700-3800

Copper, Cathode full plate 224.00 223.00

Gold, troy oz., Handy&Harman 489.00 502.50

Silver, troy oz. Handy&Harman 8.310 8.555

Lead, lb. 1123.00 1125.00

Palladium, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 247.95 254.85

Pig Iron, f.o.b.fdry Buffalo gross ton n.a. n.a.

Platinum, troy oz. N.Y.(contract) 966.00 978.00

Platinum, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 956.60 961.00

Mercury, 76lb. flask N.Y. 700.00 700.00

Scrap Steel, gross ton, composite 229.00 229.00

Tin, Metals Week composite lb. 87.24-87.74 87.15-87.65

Last     Wk.Ago

Feeder cattle 500-600 lb Okl av cwt 128.25 128.25

Corn No. 2 yellow Chi processor bid 2.03 2.02}

Soybeans No. 1 yellow 5.98{ 5.97\

Soybean Meal Cen Ill 48pct protein-ton 204.00 204.00

Soybean oil crude Decatur lb. .21 .21

Fuel oil No. 2 NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7432 1.7066

Gasoline unl prem RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.6689 1.6413

Gasoline unl RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.5639 1.5313

North Sea Brent $ per bbl fob 56.49 56.13

West Texas Intermed $ per bbl fob 58.37 57.99

Alaska No. Slope del. West Coast 56.21 55.83

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Argent .3301 .3291 3.0292 3.0388
Australia .7331 .7321 1.3641 1.3659
Bahrain 2.6546 2.6546 .3767 .3767
Brazil .4342 .4264 2.3030 2.3450
Britain 1.7422 1.7541 .5740 .5701
Canada .8565 .8526 1.1676 1.1729
Chile .001946 .001946 513.95 514.00
China .1238 .1239 8.0760 8.0736
Colombia .000437 .000437 2285.90 2286.70
Czech Rep .0409 .0410 24.44 24.40
Denmark .1586 .1589 6.3036 6.2938
Dominican Rep .0300 .0303 33.31 32.98
Egypt .1744 .1744 5.7325 5.7325
Euro 1.1830 1.1863 .8453 .8430
Hong Kong .1290 .1290 7.7520 7.7520
Hungary .0047 .0047 211.83 210.60
India .0222 .0221 45.100 45.180

Indnsia .000102 .000102 9815.00 9845.00
Israel .2169 .2170 4.6105 4.6087
Japan .008532 .008543 117.21 117.06
Jordan 1.4114 1.4114 .7085 .7085
Kenya .0138 .0139 72.35 72.10
Kuwait 3.4258 3.4282 .2919 .2917
Lebanon .000666 .000666 1501.00 1501.00
Malaysia .2646 .2646 3.7790 3.7792
Mexico .094162 .093677 10.6200 10.6750
N. Zealand .6780 .6817 1.4749 1.4669
Norway .1474 .1472 6.7830 6.7928
Pakistan .0167 .0167 59.77 59.84
Peru .2905 .2909 3.442 3.438
Philpins .0187 .0188 53.37 53.32
Poland .3077 .3086 3.25 3.24
Russia .0347 .0348 28.8550 28.7300
SDR 1.43423 1.44090 .6972 .6940
Saudi Arab .2665 .2669 3.7520 3.7474
Singapore .5994 .6000 1.6682 1.6668

Slovak Rep .0313 .0313 31.96 31.94
So. Africa .1574 .1577 6.3513 6.3406
So. Korea .000982 .000984 1018.10 1016.30
Sweden .1256 .1256 7.9632 7.9635
Switzerlnd .7613 .7644 1.3136 1.3083
Taiwan .0301 .0301 33.25 33.24
Thailand .02444 .02443 40.91 40.93
Turkey .7413 .7416 1.3490 1.3485
U.A.E. .2723 .2723 3.6721 3.6720
Uruguay .0423 .0429 23.6500 23.3300
Venzuel .000466 .000466 2147.00 2147.30

COMMODITIES

CREDIT MARKET

METALS

Close: 2231.66 High: 2241.94 Low: 2225.19

Close: 7806.75 High: 7832.46 Low: 7777.27

Close: 1753.09 High: 1756.57 Low: 1745.49

Close Change

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

10,200
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Nov. 1 Dec. 1 Dec. 1Nov. 1

Dec. 21 close
10,833.73   +28.18

Dec. 21 close
2,231.66   +9.24

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

EEddiittoorrss  NNoottee::

The Euro is the currency for the following

countries: Austria, Belgium. Finland, France,

Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,

the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.

Hair Loss Problem?
...No Problem!

call

All questions
answered guaranteed!

1 800 GET HAIR

Two ways to look at new information – Ignore it and label
it as false or open your mind to this new information.
YES YOU CAN draw from your I.R.A. early
(before age 59) WITHOUT A 10% PENALTY

by the I.R.S. if you qualify

T.A.A. & ASSOCIATES L.L.C.

330.896.8222 or 800.339.4410
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35 years experience in the financial field
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O hio regulators OK
D uke - C inergy deal

R egulators i  n Ohio added
their approval Wednesday to
the $9 billion takeover of
C incinnati - based C inergy Co r p.
b  y Duke Energy C orp . 

Th e F ederal E nergy 
R egulatory C ommission 
approved the deal De c. 1 5.
H owever , the states where the
companies do business must
also sign off. Indiana and North
C arolina , where Duke is based
i  n Charlotte , are the remaining
states whose approval is
needed . 

Th e deal includes $3 5.8
million in merger - savings 
credits for Ohio customers, the
P ublic U tilities C ommission of
O hio said in a news release
announcing its approval. The
merged company would be
required to invest $1.5 million
in distribution equipment if it
does not meet reliability
standards , the commission said.

D elphi says shares
probably worthless

D elphi Co r p. said
W ednesday in a regulatory
filing that a shareholder request
to form an equity committee to
represent shareholders in its
bankruptcy case is ‘ ‘ premature ’ ’ 
and that it’s ‘‘highly unlikely’’
that holders of common shares
will receive anything in the
reorganization . 

Th e Tr o y, M ich . - based auto
parts maker said it believes its
shares are worthless.

On e in 10 pension
plans frozen in 2003

E mployers froze nearly one
in 10 pension plans insured by
the federal Pension Benefit
G uaranty Co r p. in 2003,
according to a study released
W ednesday . 

Th e P ension B enefit 
G uaranty Co r p., the federal
agency that guarantees worker
pension benefits, said 9.4
percent of the 29 , 000 plans it
insures and for which it had
data were ‘ ‘ hard - frozen ’ ’ in
2003 , the most recent year for
which numbers were available.
H ard - frozen means employees
can no longer accrue benefits
under a pension plan.

Th e study comes amid a
steady stream of headlines
about companies, including
S ears R oebuck & Co., Motorola
In c. and IBM Co r p., freezing
pensions to cut costs. Among
the latest was Verizon
C ommunications In c., which
recently said it would freeze
the pensions of 50 , 500 
managers . 

F ord finalizes Hertz
rental car unit sale

F ord M otor Co. said
W ednesday it has completed
the sale of its Hertz C orp . rental
car unit to a group of investors.

F ord will get $5.6 billion in
cash from the deal, which was
announced in S eptember . Th e
investor group, which is made
up of the private equity firms
C layton , D ubilier & Ric  e In c.,
Th e C arlyle G roup and Merrill
L ynch G lobal P rivate E quity , 
also is assuming $10 billion in
debt . 

Th e infusion of cash should
help F ord , which has been
struggling with falling U.S.
market share and health care
costs . 

I nvestor move cuts GM shares
A ssociated P ress 

D ETROIT: G eneral M otors Co r p.
shares , which have lost more
than half their value since the
beginning of the year, fell an ad-
ditional 4 percent Wednesday as
investors fretted about billion-
aire Kirk K erkorian ’ s decision to
sell part of his stake in the auto-
maker . 

GM shares fell 80 cents to
$1 9.0 5 W ednesday on the Ne w
Y ork S tock E xchange . T hat is
their lowest level since 1982, ac-
cording to Standard and Po o r’s
equity market analyst Howard
S ilverblatt . 

K erkorian disclosed in a regu - 
latory filing Tuesday that his sale
of 12 million GM shares generat - 
e  d a loss that would be used to
offset gains elsewhere in his in-
vestment company’  s portfolio
for tax purposes. But Robert Ba r-
r y, an analyst with Goldman
S achs , said he suspects there are
other factors at work, because
the sales create such a high risk
for K erkorian ’ s remaining 44
million GM shares.

B arry said Kerkorian may
have soured on the world ’ s larg - 
est automaker after K erkorian
aide Jerome York failed to win a

seat on G M’s board . K erkorian
also may have been unimpressed
with the health - care concessions
recently granted to GM by the
U nited A uto W orkers that will
cut GM’s annual health - care bill
by around $1 billion, Barry said.

‘‘Th e modest concessions
made by the UAW also highlight
how little GM can do to address
its onerous labor costs,’’ Barry
said in a note to investors.

K erkorian spent about
$1.7 billion to build a 9.9 percent
stake in GM this year. But he’s
now about $600 million in the
red . 

Blimp
Goodyear builders
to get holiday week off
C ontinued from Page D1

T he heat also helps fingers
with the task of lacing.

W hen you build a Goo d y e a r
blimp , you need to do a lot of lac-
ing . 

S hortly after 8 a.m., rebuild
supervisor Jared Haren and three
colleagues climbed onto a tele -
scoping lift called a ‘‘Sizzor ’ ’ t hat
rose scissor - like and carried the
metal nose cone to the front of

the blimp, a height of 45 feet or
s o.

T he nose cone is a critical
part . It’s where the mooring mast
attaches to keep the blimp secure
when it is at rest. And it also con-
nects 16 long, curved tubes called
battens that spread out along the
front of the blimp.

As th  e Sizzor swayed slightly,
high above the concrete floor, the
four workers – all tethered to the
lift – wrestled the nose cone onto
the envelope. Th e n, a  s Ro  b Dela - 
grange , To m McEw e n and Brian
H ershberger held the contraption
in place, Haren started lacing the
nose cone to eyelets on the enve-
lope . 

T he reason for lacing? The
blimp has no internal structure
that the nose cone , or any other

part , can be bolted to.
A ttaching the nose cone is

akin to watching a doctor put in
giant sutures.

‘‘Yo u have to position it just
right , ’ ’ said Goodyear spokesman
Ed Ogden . ‘ ‘ S ometimes it falls
into place. Sometimes you fiddle
with it.’’

In any case, this was the start
of an all - day process , the crew es-
timated . T hey expect to start lac-
ing the battens to the envelope
today . 

An d that ’ s it for Blimp Garage
for 2005.

T he crew starts its holiday
break F riday . T hey are to be back
at work Ja n. 3.

J im M ackinnon can be reached at 330 - 996 -
3544 or jmackinnon @ thebeaconjournal . com 

C heck to help Salvation Army heat homes
B eacon J ournal staff report

A check from Dominion East
O hio and seven natural gas mar - 
keters for more than $ 100 , 000
will help provide financial assist-
ance to area consumers in dan - 
ger of losing their heat.

T he check presented
W ednesday to the S alvation
A rmy will be split among area
locations in D ominion ’ s territory
i  n Northeast O hio . 

E nergy S hare helps pay heat -
ing bills for qualified individuals

living in D ominion ’ s service
area . R esidents must have a shut-
off notice and a household in-
come of 150 percent of the feder-
al poverty level or below, be un-
employed or demonstrate a
personal or family crisis.

Th e program is administered
through each local Salvation
A rmy office . S ome offices are
beginning to take applications on
Ja n. 3, while others have set oth-
er dates according to staffing
levels . C all ahead for details.

In Summit C ounty , appoint -
ments can be made by phone af-
ter Ja n. 17 by calling 330 - 996 -
4255 . W alk - ins are not taken.

C onsumers can also contrib-
ute to the program by sending a
check directly to E nergy S hare ,
T he S alvation A rmy , P.O. Box
5487 , C leveland , OH 44101 - 0847 
or by making a $1, $2, $6, $12, $18
o  r $36 bill overpayment on their
monthly gas bill.

L ast year , the program raised
more than $1.1 million and

helped 5 , 536 families in O hio . 
S cott B eckett , D ominion

project manager for E nergy
C hoice , said the $ 100 , 000 was
the largest single collection the
company has gotten for E ner -
gy S hare . A mong the marketers
were Direct E nergy , D ominion
E ast O hio E nergy , I nterstate Ga s
S upply , WPS Energy S ervices ,
V ectren , E xelon E nergy and
C ommerce E nergy . 

‘‘It’s going to be a year where
the rates are high and the winter

so far has been cold. Th e r e’s
going to be a huge need for this,’’
he said.

B eckett said it is not known
how much money is available
through the E nergy S hare pro -
gram because contributions are
constantly being solicited.

‘ ‘ T ypically the need is bigger
than the fund,’’ he said.

D ominion ’ s parent company
has committed $1 million for
E nergy S hare programs through-
out its five - state territory . 

Tires
Goodyear decides
not to introduce line
C ontinued from Page D1

a  t a plant not far from Michelin
N orth A merica ’ s headquarters
i  n Greenville , can save 4 per - 
cent to 10 percent on fuel.
Th a t’s a big consideration for
transportation companies
weathering diesel prices that
soared from a U.S. average of
just under $2  a gallon a year
ago to a post - H urricane K atri - 
na peak of $3.1 6 a gallon i  n Oc-
tober . 

‘‘Th a t 10 percent fuel sav -
ings – that’s h u g e,’’ S mith said . 

A lthough M ichelin may
push fuel savings as a sales
point , that can be elusive , said
R obert B raswell , technical di-
rector of Maintenance Council
of the American Trucking As-
sociations . F uel consumption
can vary as much as 35 percent
depending on whether a lead-
foot or light - foot is behind the
wheel , he said.

M inguet also notes the tires
are lighter than the dual tires
they replace. A 1  0- wheeler
saves 730 pounds and lets
trucking companies haul more
cargo , he said.

Th e weight savings is a big
factor , particularly for tank-
er - truck companies , B raswell
said . 

M ichelin executives talked
about their company ’ s wide
truck tire in S eptember at the
24 th annual Conference on
T ire S cience and Te c h n o l o g y
in downtown A kron . 

O ne M ichelin official
quipped then that country mu-
sic songs that refer to 18 - wheel 
trucks will have to be changed.

Th e big tires are still only a
small part of the more than 17

million truck tires shipped in
the U.S. this year. Braswell said
wide - based tires now account
for far less than 5 percent of the
truck tires on the road. Peggy
F isher , president of F leet T ire 
C onsulting i  n Rochester H ills , 
Mi c h., said the wide tires prob-
ably account for less than half a
percent of the tires in use.

M ichelin has marketed the
tires in the U nited S tates since
2000 and expanded into Eu-
rope in 2003.

G oodyear T ire & Rubber
Co. decided not to introduce its
own line after the company
found a variety of problems in
testing its version, said spokes - 
man Dave W ilkins . 

A key issue was the reliabili - 
ty of retreaded tires , said Wi l-
kins . Th a t’s a huge consider -
ation for trucking companies
accustomed to sending worn
tires off to be wrapped in new
tread two or three times during
their life spans.

M ichelin spokeswoman
L ynn M ann said that’  s n  o  t a
worry for M ichelin . Th e com - 
pany says some of its tires can
last more than 800 , 000 miles
with its retreading process.

A kron ’ s G oodyear sees the
wide tires as a niche market,
W ilkins said . 

‘‘We d o n’t really think
there ’ s a market there,’’ he said.

‘‘It’s a niche marketplace
that has more than doubled
sales every year since 2000,’’
M ann countered . S he would
not provide wide - tire sales fig-
ures . 

T he tires have downsides.
F or instance , a flat puts the
truck on the side of the road,
while trucks with dual wheels
blow by on the interstate. Be-
fore tire dealers like Exit 11’s
S mith stocked the tires, that
could mean more downtime
while a driver sought repairs or
a replacement, Braswell said.

B eacon J ournal staff writer Ji  m Ma c k i n n o n
contributed to this report.

Ship
C ontinued from Page D1

Co r p. offering Christmas Eve de-
livery on items sent to most U.S.
addresses by F riday . Bu t the pro-
crastinators could pay plenty for
waiting . 

‘‘Th e r e are premium services
available to the procrastinators,
but planes are expensive and
you ’ ll see that in the pricing,’’
UPS spokesman Steve Holmes
said . 

A tlanta - based U nited P arcel
S ervice and M emphis , Te n n.-
based Fe dEx charge an extra
$1 2.5 0 for guaranteed Saturday
delivery . Th e fees are on top of
what it costs to send packages to
destinations based on size, dis-
tance and amount of insurance.

T hat hasn ’ t stopped the swell
of customers from sending pack-
ages at the last minute . UPS ’
busiest day of the year for air
shipments was W ednesday ,
when it expected to ship 5 mil-
lion packages by air, 2  › times
what it ships by air on a normal
day . An d Fe dEx said Wednesday
its second - quarter profit jumped
33 percent to beat Wall Street
expectations . 

M ichelin N orth A merica via AP

J erry A lexander inspects an X-On e truck tire at the Michelin
commercial truck tire plant in S partanburg , S.C. Some truckers
are replacing dual tires with wider single tire s.
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