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to ask its members to authorize
a strike, but Delta refused to
budge. Then, suddenly, the two
sides late Sunday inked a
tentative deal on tempora

pay cuts worth more than $152
million a year, less than half
what the nation’s No. 3 carrier
wanted.

While experts say Delta may
ultimately get what it wants,
for now it appears the airline’s
pilots have a victory that has
been a rarity at other major
carriers who have used the
bankruptcy court’s big stick to
meet their goals.

Quarter of firms plan
staffing increases

Nearly a quarter of U.S.
firms plan to increase staffing
levels in the first quarter of
2006, a strong reading but
lower than earlier this year,
according to a survey of 16,000
employers prepared for release
today.

Some 23 percent of
companies surveyed expect to
increase total employment in
the first quarter, while 10
percent expect to decrease it,
said Milwaukee-based global
staffing firm Manpower Inc.

About 61 percent expect no
change in employment, while 6
percent were unsure of their
plans.

Stocks hold steady
as oil prices surge

Stocks barely budged
Monday. A barrel of light crude
surged $1.91 to settle at $61.30
on the New York Mercantile
Exchange.

Wall Street awaited the
Federal Reserve’s decision on
interest rates today. While the
Fed is expected to lift rates by a
quarter percentage point to 4.25
percent, traders are hoping for
indications the rate hikes will
end soon.

The Dow Jones industrial
average lost 10.81, or 0.1
percent, to 10,767.77.

Broader stock indicators
gained ground. The Standard &
Poor’s 500 index rose 1.06, or
0.08 percent, to 1,260.43, while
the Nasdaq composite index
advanced 4.22, or 0.19 percent,
t0 2,260.95.

Whirlpool to cut
730 workers at plant

Whirlpool Corp. plans to
fire 730 workers at a
refrigerator plant in Arkansas
and shift some production to
Mexico.

The firings represent 16
percent of the 4,600 workers at
the Fort Smith refrigerator and
trash compactor plant. Some
workers may be recalled as
employees leave voluntarily,
Benton Harbor, Mich.-based
Whirlpool said in a statement.

Whirlpool is cutting costs
and moving production as it
prepares to acquire its smaller
competitor Maytag Corp. and
subsidiary Hoover Co. of North
Canton for $1.68 billion. More
than one-third of Whirlpool’s

production is done abroad,
including Mexico and China.

cials said they were disappoint-
ed by failed attempts to cut costs
and they put Swidarski in
charge of a restructuring.

On Monday, Swidarski, 46,
also was named to the board of
directors.

“I will have more to report
on our progress and plans for
2006 and beyond during our
fourth-quarter and year-end
conference call with investors in
January,” Swidarski said in the
release. He was unavailable for
additional comment.

Lauer, who previously was

Green-based Diebold went
into business in 1859 making
bank vaults. Most of its sales
these days come from automat-
ed teller machines. But much of
the attention the company has
received recently came from its
relatively new business of mak-
ing election machines.

O’Dell gained national atten-
tion when he invited people to a
fund-raiser for George Bush
with a 2003 letter stating he
planned to help “Ohio deliver its
electoral votes to the president.”

Critics howled that the mak-

SOURCE: Bloomberg

er of voting machines should
not be involved in partisan poli-
tics. The company has since for-
bidden its top executives from
making political contributions.

The company has been dis-
appointed as legal and technical
problems and political issues
have prevented boards of elec-
tion from buying election ma-
chines as quickly as first antici-
pated. The company also

Akron Beacon Journal

announced in October that Hur-
ricane Katrina slowed the sale of
ATMs to some Gulf Coast
states.

Diebold, which is growing its
business servicing its machines,
also said it was hurt by rising en-
ergy costs.

Dave Scott can be reached at 330-996-3577
or davescott@thebeaconjournal.com.

Blimp

Next step: applying
decals and paint
Continued from Page D1

thousands of pounds of ballast
bags that had ringed the blimp
were gone.

Ballast bags did hang from
the front and aft ends of the
blimp, simulating the weight of
the fins and other parts that
have yet to be attached. Heavy
ropes at both ends tethered the
airship to the hangar sides and
prevented any indoor air cur-

rents from pushing the envelope
around too much.

The gondola, while firmly at-
tached to the envelope above,
rested on a large wheeled dolly,
while the crew filled its still-un-
finished inside with ballast bags.

“You need enough weight at
the ends. You don’t want the
(envelope) weight to shift on
the car,” said Tim Hopkins,
chief mechanic. If the envelope
shifts too much, that can bend
the gondola’s sheet metal, he
said.

About 8:07 a.m., everything
was ready. A horn sounded to
alert the rebuild team.

“OK, guys, we’re going to
move,” said Jared Haren, airship
construction supervisor.

Charles Shankle, assistant

crew chief for the Spirit of
Goodyear blimp that is being
housed temporarily in Florida,
walked to the front of the blimp
and shouted instructions.

“Let’s go. Push forward!”
Shankle yelled. The 20 or so
crew members pushed and pull-
ed the blimp forward and to its
right, leaving enough room on
the left side for a large John
Deere tractor to pull a wheeled
mooring mast out of the way.

“OK, let’s push it forward
and back to the center,” Shankle
directed.

Crew members working at
the gondola bent down and put
their weight into the effort.

“QOK, slow it down,” Shankle
said.

The blimp stopped. After a

short pause, Shankle decided the
blimp needed to come forward
another couple of feet.

And then it was over.

No sweat. Total moving time
from start to finish: 8 minutes
tops.

This week, the crew will
drop partitions from the hangar
sides, allowing them to heat the
space around the blimp. The
warmth is needed so workers
can go to the next major step,
applying decals and paint, until
they go on holiday break in few-
er than two weeks.

“There’s going to be a lot of
(other) things as well, five or six
things at the same time,” Haren
said. “The bad part’s over with.”

Jim Mackinnon can be reached at 330-996-
3544 or jmackinnon@thebeaconjournal.com

Unconventional fuels
to grow in acceptance

Continued from Page D1

Wildlife Refuge in Alaska,
which supporters said would
produce a flow of 1 million addi-
tional barrels of oil a day by
2025, adding substantially to do-
mestic production. A proposal

to open the refuge to drilling
currently is being debated heat-
edly in Congress.

Any major policy shift such
as curbing fossil fuel use to
counter global warming “would
change the picture dramatical-
ly” especially in the use of coal
for generating electricity, said
Guy Caruso, head of the Ener;
Information Administration, tﬁy
Energy Department’s statistical
agency that issued the report.

Demand for crude oil and
natural gas is expected to con-
tinue to increase, but not as
sharply as had been projected a

Lockheed

Lightweight solar cells
to supply blimp power

Continued from Page D1

Lockheed Martin does not
expect to do any immediate new
hiring as part of the blimp con-
struction, Dunlap said. The de-
fense contractor employs about
550 people at its Akron facilities.

Lockheed Martin’s design
calls for the blimp to carry as
much as 500 pounds of equip-
ment, which can be used to
track such things as missile
launches. Power will come from
lightweight solar cells.

The Defense Department’s
Missile Defence Agency said on
Thursday that it was awarding
the contract to Lockheed Mar-
tin.

This latest contract is the
third phase in a project Lock-
heed Martin has been pursuing

Blimp
comparison

Lockheed Martin’s helium-
filled prototype:

Length: 400 feet
Diameter: 140 feet

Volume: 3.7 million cubic
feet.

Goodyear’s blimps:
Length: 192 feet
Diameter: 55 feet

Volume: About 202,000
cubic feet.

for years.

The Akron Airdock, where
the High Altitude Airship will
be built, was the world’s largest
hangar for more than seven dec-
ades.

It was once used for mass
production of Navy blimps in
World War II. The USS Akron
and Macon dirigibles were built
and moored there.

Jim Mackinnon can be reached at 330-996-
3544 or jmackinnon@thebeaconjournal.com

year ago.

And the report projected a
§rowth in electricity production
rom nuclear power plants with
construction of at least six large
reactors, beginning after 2014. A
year ago the agency said it saw
no new reactors on the horizon.

With oil prices expected to
remain high, the use of uncon-
ventional transportation fuels

such as ethanol and biodiesel
will grow in acceptance, the
agency said. The EIA report also
projected a sharp increase in the
use of more efficient hybrid
gasoline-electric cars and trucks.

“We will see increases in fuel
efficiency . . . all directly relat-
ed to the (new) price assump-
tions” for oil, Caruso said at a
news conference.

DETROIT: United Auto Workers
leaders will meet Wednesday to
review a tentative agreement on
health care costs with Ford Mo-
tor Co., the union said.

UAW spokesman Paul Krell
did not say where or when the
UAW-Ford Council would
meet, nor did he comment on
the agreement Monday. The
union has said, however, that
the deal announced Saturday
will require “sacrifices” from
workers and retirees.

The agreement is subject to
ratification by active members
and to court approval.

Ford spokeswoman Marcey
Evans has said the nation’s No. 2
automaker won’t comment on
the negotiations.

Last month, General Motors
Corp. got some relief from its
spiraling health care costs as
UAW members agreed to pay
more of their health costs. The
world’s biggest automaker had
asked the UAW for the conces-
sions this spring as health care
costs rose and it lost U.S. market
share to Asian competitors.

UAW President Ron Gettel-
finger and Gerald Bantom, who
is in charge of negotiations with
Ford, said Saturday that they be-
lieve the agreement with Dear-
born-based Ford meets their
goal of providing the best possi-
ble health care coverage and
strong long-term protection for
workers, retirees and surviving
spouses.

Ford Chairman and CEO Bill
Ford has brought up health care
in talking about his company’s
losses, which totaled $284 mil-
lion in the third quarter. Ford
has said that it spent about $3.1
billion to cover 550,000 hourly
and salaried Workers, retirees
and dependents in 2004, and ex-
pects that total to reach $3.5 bil-

lion this year.
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