
CCYYMK

26.17 21.75 AT&T Inc 1.33f 22 90918 24.86 -.04

20.20 13.05 Agilysys .12 30 1167 18.87 -.04

63.22 49.66 Allstate 1.28 21 22288 54.79 -.49

68.19 52.24 Alltel 1.54f 16 17932 64.83 -1.05

40.80 32.25 AEP 1.48f 13 12567 37.09 +.03

28.02 22.31 AGreet .32 16 6441 23.11 -.25

10.25 8.52 AsdEstat .68 70 431 9.06 -.08

72.66 56.60 BP PLC 2.09e 12 27171 67.33 +.21

32.50 23.20 Bemis .72 18 2054 27.25 +.18

21.00 12.90 BrshEMat 21 684 16.47 -.02

6.90 3.30 CBIZ Inc 34 2905 6.51 +.08

34.00 25.66 CedarF 1.84 11 626 29.03 -.09

6.55 4.67 CeresGrp 12 524 5.52 +.05

99.25 46.75 ClevClf s .80 7 3298 92.44 -1.25

22.50 13.00 CooperTire .42 8 4039 14.75 -.07

49.49 38.74 DevDv 2.16 19 3942 46.06 -.04

57.81 33.10 Diebold .82 18 5427 37.73 +.11

86.97 66.51 DomRes 2.68 27 21787 78.95 -.11

72.69 56.65 Eaton 1.24 13 7441 65.69 +.68

34.99 22.34 EnPro 14 2188 28.65 -.22

101.87 76.81 FedExCp .32 21 8837 98.09 +.01

23.55 16.27 Ferro lf .58 1776 19.43 -.01

48.12 35.04 FifthThird 1.52f 16 18275 39.49 -.60

53.36 37.70 FirstEngy 1.80f 18 8569 47.62 -.30

29.06 24.12 FstMerit 1.12 17 1719 26.15 -.36

41.00 27.31 ForstCA s .24 79 1213 39.25 +.02

40.90 27.58 ForstCB s .24 79 35 39.43 +.31

21.25 16.75 GenCorp 1746 18.16 -.10

45.82 30.11 Goodrich .80 21 10290 39.63 -.56

18.59 11.24 Goodyear 9 18736 17.15 +.04

27.99 19.00 GormanR .56 24 87 23.42 -.14

33.09 26.90 GMP 1.00 15 73 30.00 -.30

6.36 2.50 HooperH .06 36 1710 2.84 +.04

49.75 39.19 HubbelA 1.32 17 50 43.98

54.20 42.56 HubbelB 1.32 19 1805 48.16 +.26

25.41 20.97 HuntBnk .86 14 5850 24.01 -.10

94.64 78.50 ITW 1.32 18 6558 88.62 +.75

52.32 33.18 Invacare .05 17 2559 33.55 -.59

39.69 32.92 JPMorgCh 1.36 19 79876 39.15 +.03

30.69 11.70 JoAnnStrs 10 1209 12.20 +.04

19.99 12.90 Keithley .15 26 478 15.71 -.17

35.00 30.10 Keycorp 1.30 13 10129 32.97 -.16

69.09 52.42 KnightR 1.48 9 13375 62.73 +1.48

30.65 8.50 LamSessn 33 4552 30.80 +.66

17.10 11.50 Lesco 129 15.94 -.06

42.44 28.49 LincEl .76f 16 578 40.89 -.23

65.46 52.54 LockhdM 1.20f 17 16097 62.13 -.79

44.51 34.86 Lubrizol 1.04 17 3438 43.05 +.10

3.86 2.35 Lucent 11 332862 2.75 -.05

21.39 9.21 Maytag .36 4010 18.42 +.42

42.95 16.20 McDerI 44 6306 42.70 +.45

14.84 9.23 MyersInd .20 21 575 14.39 +.12

123.00 94.57 NACCO 1.86 16 181 119.81 -2.16

37.94 29.75 NatlCity 1.48 9 18427 33.92 -.41

21.64 13.91 NatIntst n .16 10 355 20.88 -.38

25.69 20.41 NewellRub .84 22 7326 24.11 +.20

40.77 29.45 Nordson .66 20 1252 38.62 -.26

58.85 51.10 NorthropG 1.04 16 19336 58.51 -.14

33.36 12.35 OM Group 9 2203 18.37 +.05

30.30 13.07 OlympStl 10 1854 25.23 +.85

6.00 3.79 Omnova 666 4.75 -.01

74.73 55.64 PPG 1.88 15 16670 57.85 -.48

30.90 12.88 ParkOh 10 175 15.08 +.06

76.94 56.80 ParkHan .92 13 3758 68.28 +.09

29.21 20.57 Pfizer .96f 19 571102 20.94 +.34

10.25 5.31 PolyOne 49 2809 6.32 +.02

124.60 81.38 ProgCp .12 16 8368 121.46 -2.06

37.98 27.00 ProQuest 16 1211 29.13 +.28

19.95 16.51 RPM .64f 23 2593 18.49 +.02

40.80 18.72 RTI IntlM 37 2026 38.44 -.46

14.34 6.41 RetailVent 2209 12.79 -.05

21.95 15.92 Schulmn .58 21 626 21.58 -.04

48.84 40.47 Sherwin .82 13 4375 44.17 +.48

6.14 2.94 Sifco 39 3.20 -.19

22.23 16.55 SignetGp 1.21e 83 18.94 +.38

29.87 25.45 SkyFncl .92f 17 2253 28.49 -.21

51.65 44.07 Smucker 1.08 20 2205 45.09 -.03

27.65 21.62 Steris .16 22 2059 26.40 -.06

32.73 22.73 Timken .60 13 2197 32.07 +.33

71.97 58.00 UnBnCal 1.64 14 5556 67.83 +.21

14.55 10.11 UnBnOH .52b 16 5 12.04 -.18

31.65 26.80 US Bancrp 1.20 13 23888 29.92 -.22

18.75 15.35 UnvElc 24 189 17.09 -.31

5.27 3.40 WinthropR .11e 11 213 5.14 +.11

64.47 38.81 YellowRd 9 13713 44.14 -.13

LOCAL STOCKS
52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

TELEPHONE STOCKS
SSttoocckk  DDiivv.. YYiieelldd PPEE SSaalleess  110000 LLaasstt CChhgg..

AT&T Inc 1.33f 5.3 22 90918 24.86 -.04
BellSouth 1.16 4.2 12 40209 27.57 -.04
QwestCm 192458 5.59 -.14
VerizonCm 1.62 5.3 10 141107 30.72 -.36

RReeaaddiinngg  SSttoocckk  TTaabblleess

FFoooottnnootteess::  n - new issues; pf -

preferred; s - the stock split in the

last 52 weeks; vj - in bankruptcy;

wt - warrant; u - indicates new 52-

week high; d - indicates new 52-

week low. For a complete glos-

sary of Associated Press foot-

notes and abreviations see

wwwwww..mmaarrkkeettss..aapp..oorrgg

MMuuttuuaall  FFuunndd  FFoooottnnootteess:: NAV

stands for Net Asset Value or the

price a share brings when sold.

Footnotes: e - ex-capital gains

distribution; x - ex-cash dividend;

n - no front-end load or contin-

gent deferred sales charges; p -

fund assets are used to pay dis-

tribution costs 12(b) (1) plan; r -

redemption fee or contingent

deferred load; f - both p and r.

MOST ACTIVE

Pfizer 571,102 20.94 +.34
Lucent 332,862 2.75 -.05
TimeWarn 269,420 17.69 +.03
Merck 241,592 28.41 -.72
NewmtM 203,804 50.40 +.74
ConocPhil s194,736 61.25 -1.82
QwestCm 192,458 5.59 -.14
ChesEng 189,795 32.47 +1.32
iShJapan 181,755 13.16 +.23
WalMart 154,056 48.68 +.60

TOP GAINERS

Amrep 31.93 +3.55 Up 13
BurlRsc 82.50 +6.41 Up 8
AlonUSA n 22.00 +1.52 Up 7
vjGrace 10.47 +.71 Up 7
Jacuzzi 8.70 +.58 Up 7
ToddShp 27.93 +1.79 Up 7
LionsGt g 8.54 +.53 Up 7
Tefron 8.53 +.53 Up 7
WarnerM n 18.47 +1.07 Up 6
GNIron 138.34 +7.84 Up 6

TOP LOSERS

BradPhm lf 10.11 -2.43 Off 19
GtChina 13.41 -1.32 Off 9
TitanM slf 63.02 -5.73 Off 8
BentleyPh 17.70 -1.57 Off 8
Cryolife 3.60 -.30 Off 8
INCO wt 19.51 -1.29 Off 6
SunComWls 2.83 -.17 Off 6
Zapata s 6.23 -.35 Off 5
Fedders lf 2.05 -.11 Off 5
TerraNitro 21.20 -1.01 Off 5

Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg. Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

NYSE INDEXESS&P NASDAQ INDEXDOW JONES
Close ChangeClose Change Close Change

S&P 500 1260.43 +1.06
Value Line Arith 1940.34 +2.35
Value Line Geometric 417.97 +.46

Composite 2260.95 +4.22
Indust 1903.36 +7.50
Insurance 3708.54 -7.39
Financl 4507.10 -9.82
Transport 2413.85 -6.32
NMS Comp 1022.62 +1.88
NMS Inds 779.59 +3.10

30 Indus 10767.77 -10.81
20 Transp 4090.70 -11.64
15 Utils 407.78 -2.04
65 Stocks 3620.58 -8.79

Comp 7790.99 +28.39
U.S. 100 6112.44 +2.66
NYSE Engy 10487.17 +105.22
NYSE Fincl 7984.27 +18.51
NYSE Hlthcre 6376.37 +15.95

NYSE +28.39

NASD +4.22

AMEX +8.24

SiriusS 957,603 7.46 -.41
Intel 737,064 26.62 +.54
Microsoft 630,301 27.45 -.26
SunMicro 562,137 4.35 +.02
Oracle 473,340 12.84 +.34
Nasd100Tr 435,873 41.87 +.15
Cisco 394,568 17.52 -.03
8x8 Inc 370,450 2.54 +.80
JDS Uniph 196,577 2.67 -.04
PRG Schlz 194,415 .82 +.27

eOnCom 1.26 +.70 Up 125
Data IO 4.67 +1.70 Up 57
8x8 Inc 2.54 +.80 Up 46
Myogen 27.07 +7.80 Up 41
Versant rs 6.35 +1.18 Up 23
GoRemote 1.66 +.27 Up 19
AirNet 1.15 +.18 Up 19
XenoPort n 18.31 +2.34 Up 15
GeoPharm 3.58 +.45 Up 14
Tri-S Sec wt 1.03 +.13 Up 14

EncysiveP 7.49 -3.69 Off 33
KosanBio 5.13 -1.41 Off 22
TII Ntwk 2.97 -.80 Off 21
CentCom 13.74 -2.65 Off 16
Protherics n 13.20 -2.15 Off 14
ICOP Dg wt 2.06 -.29 Off 12
LipidSci 2.41 -.30 Off 11
NeoMgic rs 7.72 -.96 Off 11
Xenogen 2.75 -.34 Off 11
HudsonTch 2.05 -.25 Off 11

SPDR 466,893 126.45 +.12
iShRs2000 s240,412 68.85 +.21
SP Engy 131,173 52.49 +.67
SemiHTr 114,624 38.40 +.46
BemaGold 79,258 2.89 -.07
OilSvHT 57,336 134.84 +1.44
GoldStr g 56,626 2.31 -.11
DJIA Diam 49,742 107.72 -.02
SP Fncl 47,628 31.76 -.14
Yamana g 39,312 5.48 +.16

LawEnf n 2.09 +.40 Up 24
MidwstAir 4.68 +.64 Up 16
KittyHk 1.07 +.14 Up 15
Jed Oil gs 14.00 +1.50 Up 12
SulphCo n 7.82 +.82 Up 12
Uroplasty n 2.90 +.30 Up 12
Senesco 1.45 +.14 Up 11
MC Shp 14.75 +1.41 Up 11
Nephros 1.77 +.17 Up 11
Lannett 7.97 +.74 Up 10

BSD Med n 4.12 -.46 Off 10
BlondT 1.80 -.15 Off 8
CompTch 4.01 -.64 Off 14
FortDiv n 4.20 -.45 Off 10
HomeSol 5.03 -.65 Off 11
iMergent lf 6.25 -.60 Off 9
Medicure g 1.40 -.12 Off 8
Metalico n 2.78 -.22 Off 7
StormC gn 2.93 -.24 Off 8
Tarpon n 2.75 -.30 Off 10

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Prime Rate 7.00 7.00

Discount Rate Primary 5.00 5.00

Fed Funds close 4.25 4.00

T-Bills:

3-month 3.84 3.91

6-month 4.17 4.17

T-Bill, annualized, adjusted for

constant maturity:

1-year 4.35 4.34

T-Notes:

1-year 4.42 4.44

5-year 4.46 4.49

T-Bond:

30-year 4.75 4.76

FNMA 30-year mortgage commitment:

30-days 6.19 6.24

Money market fund:

30-day avg yld: 3.36 3.34

Last        Wk.Ago

Last        Wk.Ago

Aluminum, cents per lb., LME 102.6 103.4

Antimony, American per lb. 3700-3800 3700-3800

Copper, Cathode full plate 225.00 224.00

Gold, troy oz., Handy&Harman 536.50 525.50

Silver, troy oz. Handy&Harman 9.110 9.035

Lead, lb. 1145.00 1143.00

Palladium, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 289.15 283.45

Pig Iron, f.o.b.fdry Buffalo gross ton n.a. n.a.

Platinum, troy oz. N.Y.(contract) 1007.00 995.00

Platinum, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 1018.10 1006.90

Mercury, 76lb. flask N.Y. 700.00 700.00

Scrap Steel, gross ton, composite 229.73 235.42

Tin, Metals Week composite lb. 87.63-88.13 86.63-87.13

Last     Wk.Ago

Feeder cattle 500-600 lb Okl av cwt 131.75 131.75

Corn No. 2 yellow Chi processor bid 2.00} 1.97}

Soybeans No. 1 yellow 5.79 5.63}

Soybean Meal Cen Ill 48pct protein-ton 181.00 181.00

Soybean oil crude Decatur lb. .20| .20|

Fuel oil No. 2 NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7098 1.6731

Gasoline unl prem RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7773 1.7274

Gasoline unl RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.6468 1.5824

North Sea Brent $ per bbl fob 57.45 56.97

West Texas Intermed $ per bbl fob 61.31 59.40

Alaska No. Slope del. West Coast 59.15 57.24

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Argent .3319 .3325 3.0130 3.0078
Australia .7552 .7511 1.3242 1.3314
Bahrain 2.6546 2.6546 .3767 .3767
Brazil .4428 .4443 2.2585 2.2505
Britain 1.7749 1.7543 .5634 .5700
Canada .8681 .8642 1.1519 1.1572
Chile .001957 .001944 510.90 514.45
China .1238 .1238 8.0766 8.0760
Colombia .000440 .000439 2274.70 2276.10
Czech Rep .0413 .0407 24.23 24.60
Denmark .1606 .1587 6.2277 6.2999
Dominican Rep .0306 .0306 32.73 32.71
Egypt .1740 .1740 5.7467 5.7467
Euro 1.1950 1.1815 .8368 .8464
Hong Kong .1290 .1290 7.7534 7.7540
Hungary .0047 .0046 211.55 216.50
India .0217 .0217 46.000 46.110

Indnsia .000103 .000103 9740.00 9670.00
Israel .2172 .2159 4.6030 4.6323
Japan .008351 .008289 119.75 120.64
Jordan 1.4114 1.4114 .7085 .7085
Kenya .0138 .0136 72.60 73.30
Kuwait 3.4258 3.4247 .2919 .2920
Lebanon .000666 .000666 1501.00 1501.00
Malaysia .2649 .2656 3.7750 3.7655
Mexico .094162 .094100 10.6200 10.6270
N. Zealand .7107 .7031 1.4071 1.4223
Norway .1507 .1491 6.6378 6.7075
Pakistan .0167 .0167 59.77 59.73
Peru .2909 .2931 3.438 3.412
Philpins .0186 .0187 53.63 53.43
Poland .3135 .3058 3.19 3.27
Russia .0348 .0345 28.7050 28.9484
SDR 1.43082 1.42645 .6989 .7010
Saudi Arab .2666 .2666 3.7504 3.7504
Singapore .5952 .5946 1.6800 1.6819

Slovak Rep .0316 .0311 31.63 32.19
So. Africa .1588 .1573 6.2967 6.3586
So. Korea .000968 .000967 1033.40 1033.60
Sweden .1269 .1255 7.8801 7.9673
Switzerlnd .7754 .7679 1.2897 1.3022
Taiwan .0298 .0299 33.55 33.50
Thailand .02427 .02425 41.21 41.23
Turkey .7426 .7386 1.3467 1.3540
U.A.E. .2723 .2723 3.6720 3.6721
Uruguay .0428 .0427 23.3500 23.4360
Venzuel .000466 .000466 2147.30 2147.30

COMMODITIES

CREDIT MARKET

METALS

Close: 2260.95 High: 2266.14 Low: 2253.44

Close: 7790.99 High: 7807.87 Low: 7762.63

Close: 1764.56 High: 1772.78 Low: 1756.32

Close Change

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.
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Dec. 12 close
10,767.77   –10.81

Dec. 12 close
2,260.95   +4.22

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

EEddiittoorrss  NNoottee::

The Euro is the currency for the following

countries: Austria, Belgium. Finland, France,

Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,

the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.
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B limp 
comparison
L ockheed M artin ’ s helium - 
filled prototype:
L ength : 400 feet
D iameter : 140 feet
V olume : 3.7 million cubic
feet . 

G oodyear ’ s blimps:
L ength : 192 feet
D iameter : 55 feet
V olume : About 202 , 000 
cubic feet.

UAW to talk
about Ford
health care
U nion says new pact
would require sacrifices

A ssociated P ress 

DETRO I T: U nited A uto W orkers 
leaders will meet Wednesday to
review a tentative agreement on
health care costs with Ford Mo-
tor Co., the union said.

UAW spokesman Paul Krell
did not say where or when the
UAW - F ord C ouncil would
meet , nor did he comment on
the agreement M onday . T he
union has said , however , that
the deal announced Saturday
will require ‘ ‘ sacrifices ’ ’ from
workers and retirees.

Th e agreement is subject to
ratification by active members
and to court approval.

F ord spokeswoman Marcey
E vans has said the nation’s No. 2
automaker won’  t comment on
the negotiations.

L ast month , G eneral M otors 
C orp . got some relief from its
spiraling health care costs as
UAW members agreed to pay
more of their health costs . Th e
world ’ s biggest automaker had
asked the UAW for the conces-
sions this spring as health care
costs rose and it lost U.S. market
share to Asian competitors.

UAW President Ro  n Gettel - 
finger and G erald B antom , who
is in charge of negotiations with
Fo r d, said Saturday that they be-
lieve the agreement with De a r-
born - based F ord meets their
goal of providing the best possi-
ble health care coverage and
strong long - term protection for
workers , retirees and surviving
spouses . 

F ord C hairman and CEO Bill
F ord has brought up health care
in talking about his company’s
losses , which totaled $284 mil-
lion in the third quarter . F ord
has said that it spent about $3.1
billion to cover 550 , 000 hourly
and salaried workers, retirees
and dependents in 2004, and e x-
pects that total to reach $3.5 b i l-
lion this year.

Oil
Unconventional fuels
to grow in acceptance
C ontinued from Page D1

W ildlife R efuge i  n Alaska ,
which supporters said would
produce a flow of 1 million addi - 
tional barrels of oil a day by
2025 , adding substantially to do-
mestic production. A proposal

to open the refuge to drilling
currently is being debated heat-
edly in C ongress . 

An y major policy shift such
as curbing fossil fuel use to
counter global warming ‘ ‘ would 
change the picture dramatical -
l y’’ especially in the use of coal
for generating electricity, said
Gu y C aruso , head of the Energy
I nformation A dministration , the
E nergy D epartment ’ s statistical
agency that issued the report.

D emand for crude oil and
natural gas is expected to con-
tinue to increase, but not as
sharply as had been projected a

year ago.
A nd the report projected a

growth in electricity production
from nuclear power plants with
construction of at least six large
reactors , beginning after 2014. A
year ago the agency said it saw
no new reactors on the horizon.

W ith oil prices expected to
remain high, the use of uncon-
ventional transportation fuels

such as ethanol and biodiesel
will grow in acceptance, the
agency said. The EIA report also
projected a sharp increase in the
use of more efficient hybrid
gasoline - electric cars and trucks . 

‘‘We will see increases in fuel
efficiency . .  . all directly relat-
ed to the ( new ) price assump-
tions ’ ’ for oil, Caruso said a  t a
news conference.

Diebold
New CEO has been
with company since ’96
C ontinued from Page D1

named chief financial officer the
same day.

A  t that time, company offi-
cials said they were disappoint-
ed by failed attempts to cut costs
and they put Swidarski in
charge of a restructuring.

On Monday , S widarski , 4 6,
also was named to the board of
directors . 

‘‘I will have more to report
on our progress and plans for
2006 and beyond during our
fourth - quarter and year - end
conference call with investors in
J anuary , ’ ’ S widarski said in the
release . He was unavailable for
additional comment.

L auer , who previously was

chairman of the Oglebay Norton
Co., praised S widarski . 

‘‘Th e board and I have been
impressed with the initiatives
To m has launched in his role as
COO , and feel To m’s demon -
strated leadership is crucial to
improving the company’  s per -
formance moving forward.’’

S widarski joined Diebold in
1996 . He held a variety of bank-
ing positions before that, includ-
ing a stint as a senior executive
of PNC B ank . 

G reen - based D iebold went
into business in 1859 making
bank vaults. Most of its sales
these days come from automat-
ed teller machines. But much of
the attention the company has
received recently came from its
relatively new business of mak-
ing election machines.

O’De l l gained national atten-
tion when he invited people to a
fund - raiser for George Bush
with a 2003 letter stating he
planned to help ‘‘Oh i o deliver its
electoral votes to the president.’’

C ritics howled that the mak-

er of voting machines should
not be involved in partisan poli - 
tics . Th e company has since for - 
bidden its top executives from
making political contributions.

T he company has been dis-
appointed as legal and technical
problems and political issues
have prevented boards of elec-
tion from buying election ma-
chines as quickly as first antici-
pated . T he company also

announced in October that Hu r-
ricane Katrina slowed the sale of
ATM s to some Gulf Coast
states . 

D iebold , which is growing its
business servicing its machines,
also said it was hurt by rising en-
ergy costs.

D ave S cott can be reached at 330 - 996 - 3577 
or davescott @ thebeaconjournal . com . 

Lockheed
Lightweight solar cells
to supply blimp power
C ontinued from Page D1

L ockheed M artin does not
expect to do any immediate new
hiring as part of the blimp con-
struction , D unlap said . Th e d e-
fense contractor employs about
550 people at its A kron facilities . 

L ockheed M artin ’ s design
calls for the blimp to carry as
much as 500 pounds of equip-
ment , which can be used to
track such things as missile
launches . P ower will come from
lightweight solar cells.

T he D efense D epartment ’ s
M issile D efence A gency said on
T hursday that it was awarding
the contract to Lockheed Ma r-
tin . 

T his latest contract is the
third phase in a project L ock -
heed Martin has been pursuing

for years.
T he A kron A irdock , where

the High Altitude Airship will
be built, was the world’s largest
hangar for more than seven dec-
ades . 

I  t was once used for mass
production of Navy blimps in
W orld Wa r I I. Th e USS Akron
and Macon dirigibles were built
and moored there.

Ji m M ackinnon can be reached at 330 - 996 - 
3544 or jmackinnon @ thebeaconjournal . com 

Blimp
Next step: applying
decals and paint
C ontinued from Page D1

thousands of pounds of ballast
bags that had ringed the blimp
were gone.

B allast bags did hang from
the front and aft ends of the
blimp , simulating the weight of
the fins and other parts that
have yet to be attached. Heavy
ropes at both ends tethered the
airship to the hangar sides and
prevented any indoor air cur-

rents from pushing the envelope
around too much.

Th e gondola , while firmly a t-
tached to the envelope above,
rested on a large wheeled dolly , 
while the crew filled its still-u n-
finished inside with ballast bags.

‘‘Yo u need enough weight at
the ends. You don’  t want the
( envelope ) weight to shift on
the car,’’ said Ti  m Hopkins ,
chief mechanic. I  f the envelope
shifts too much, that can bend
the gondola’  s sheet metal, he
said . 

A bout 8:0 7 a.m., everything
was ready. A horn sounded to
alert the rebuild team.

‘‘O K, guys , w e’r e going to
m o v e,’’ said Jared H aren , airship
construction supervisor.

C harles S hankle , assistant

crew chief for the Spirit of
G oodyear blimp that is being
housed temporarily in F lorida ,
walked to the front of the blimp
and shouted instructions.

‘‘Le t’s g o. P ush forward ! ’ ’
S hankle yelled . T he 20 or so
crew members pushed and pull-
ed the blimp forward and to its
right , leaving enough room on
the left side for a large John
D eere tractor to pull a wheeled
mooring mast out of the way.

‘‘O K, l e t’s push it forward
and back to the center , ’ ’ S hankle 
directed . 

C rew members working at
the gondola bent down and put
their weight into the effort.

‘‘O K, slow it down,’’ Shankle
said . 

T he blimp stopped. After a

short pause, Shankle decided the
blimp needed to come forward
another couple of feet.

An d then it was over.
No sweat . T otal moving time

from start to finish: 8 minutes
tops . 

T his week , the crew will
drop partitions from the hangar
sides , allowing them to heat the
space around the blimp. The
warmth is needed so workers
can go to the next major step,
applying decals and paint, until
they go on holiday break in few-
er than two weeks.

‘‘Th e r e’s going to be a lot of
( other ) things as well, five or six
things at the same t i m e,’’ H aren 
said . ‘‘Th e bad part’s over with.’’

Ji m M ackinnon can be reached at 330 - 996 - 
3544 or jmackinnon @ thebeaconjournal . com 

D elta , pilots union
agree on pay cuts

Fo r months , D elta Ai r L ines 
In c. insisted its pilots concede
t  o $325 million in pay and
benefit cuts, and the company
asked a bankruptcy court judge
to help it impose its will.

Th e union voted last week
to ask its members to authorize
a strike, but Delta refused to
budge . Th e n, suddenly , the two
sides late Sunday inked a
tentative deal on temporary
pay cuts worth more than $152
million a year, less than half
what the nation’s No. 3 carrier
wanted . 

W hile experts say Delta may
ultimately get what it wants,
for now it appears the airline’s
pilots have a victory that has
been a rarity at other major
carriers who have used the
bankruptcy court’s big stick to
meet their goals.

Q uarter of firms plan
staffing increases

N early a quarter of U.S.
firms plan to increase staffing
levels in the first quarter of
2006 , a strong reading but
lower than earlier this year,
according to a survey of 16 , 000 
employers prepared for release
today . 

S ome 23 percent of
companies surveyed expect to
increase total employment in
the first quarter, while 10
percent expect to decrease it,
said M ilwaukee - based global
staffing firm Manpower In c.

A bout 61 percent expect no
change in employment, while 6
percent were unsure of their
plans . 

S tocks hold steady
as oil prices surge

S tocks barely budged
M onday . A barrel of light crude
surged $1.9 1 to settle at $6 1.3 0
on the Ne  w York Mercantile
E xchange . 

W all S treet awaited the
F ederal R eserve ’ s decision on
interest rates today. While the
Fe d is expected to lift rates by a
quarter percentage point to 4.2 5
percent , traders are hoping for
indications the rate hikes will
end soon.

Th e Do w J ones industrial
average lost 10.8 1, o  r 0.1
percent , to 10,7 6 7.7 7.

B roader stock indicators
gained ground. The Standard &
Po o r’s 500 index rose 1.0 6, or
0.0 8 percent , t  o 1,2 6 0.4 3, while
the Nasdaq composite index
advanced 4.2 2, o  r 0.1 9 percent , 
t  o 2,2 6 0.9 5.

W hirlpool to cut
730 workers at plant

W hirlpool Co r p. plans to
fire 730 workers at a
refrigerator plant in Arkansas
and shift some production to
M exico . 

Th e firings represent 16
percent of the 4 , 600 workers at
the Fort Smith refrigerator and
trash compactor plant. Some
workers may be recalled as
employees leave voluntarily,
B enton H arbor , M ich . - based 
W hirlpool said in a statement.

W hirlpool is cutting costs
and moving production as it
prepares to acquire its smaller
competitor Maytag C orp . and
subsidiary Hoover Co. of North
C anton for $1.6 8 billion . M ore 
than one - third o  f Whirlpool ’ s 
production is done abroad,
including Mexico and C hina . 

SOURCE: Bloomberg
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