
CCYYMK

25.60 21.75 AT&T Inc 1.33f 21 99845 24.66 +.21

20.59 13.05 Agilysys .12 32 1094 19.94 +.23

63.22 49.66 Allstate 1.28 19 45356 51.28 -1.07

68.19 52.24 Alltel 1.54 15 20044 60.20 +.40

40.80 32.25 AEP 1.48f 13 15921 37.94 +.51

28.02 20.86 AGreet .32 24 5311 20.57 -.29

10.47 8.52 AsdEstat .68 78 606 10.15 -.24

72.66 57.95 BP PLC 2.09e 12 32345 70.54 -.21

32.50 23.20 Bemis .72 19 8931 29.51 +.71

21.00 12.90 BrshEMat 24 1108 19.31 +.31

6.90 3.30 CBIZ Inc 33 1116 6.21 -.04

34.00 25.66 CedarF 1.84 11 478 28.43 +.10

6.55 4.68 CeresGrp 12 307 5.45 +.02

99.25 51.14 ClevCliffs .80 7 11266 101.20 +6.96

22.49 13.00 CooperTire .42 9 5082 16.39 -.08

49.49 38.74 DevDv 2.16 20 6239 48.68 -.02

57.81 33.10 Diebold .82 18 3452 38.43 -.60

86.97 67.37 DomRes 2.68 27 10258 78.25 +.12

71.12 56.65 Eaton 1.40f 13 8337 66.23 +.44

34.99 22.34 EnPro 14 1175 30.29 +.22

105.82 76.81 FedExCp .32 20 12808 101.22 +.96

23.22 16.27 Ferro lf .58 1371 19.47 +.32

48.12 35.04 FifthThird 1.52 13 21524 37.18 -.40

53.36 38.63 FirstEngy 1.80f 20 11781 51.62 +.52

29.06 24.12 FstMerit 1.12 16 1654 25.24 -.05

41.00 28.61 ForstCA s .24 75 715 37.47 -.03

40.90 29.05 ForstCB s .24 75 36 37.40 -.05

21.25 17.32 GenCorp 3923 19.52 +.18

45.82 31.59 Goodrich .80 20 11188 37.77 +.29

18.71 11.24 Goodyear 9 17481 18.21 +.25

27.99 19.00 GormanR .56 24 126 22.95 +.25

33.09 26.62 GMP 1.00 14 52 28.63 +.43

5.45 2.44 HooperH .06 44 1980 3.55 +.09

49.75 39.19 HubbelA 1.32 15 87 40.43 +.23

54.20 42.56 HubbelB 1.32 17 3890 44.34 +.56

25.41 20.97 HuntBnk 1.00f 13 14995 23.18 +.27

94.64 78.50 ITW 1.32 18 7740 87.46 -.12

48.28 30.13 Invacare .05 17 1717 32.48 +.09

40.87 32.92 JPMorgCh 1.36 16 97750 38.11 -.16

30.69 10.98 JoAnnStrs 12 4980 13.60 +.50

17.80 12.90 Keithley .15 26 295 15.70 +.53

35.07 30.10 Keycorp 1.38f 13 33925 35.31 +.37

69.09 52.42 KnightR 1.48 10 8172 64.31 -.20

31.69 8.80 LamSessn 27 2312 25.75 +.06

17.10 12.11 Lesco 187 15.40 +.01

42.77 28.49 LincEl .76f 17 1528 43.71 +1.19

66.49 54.24 LockhdM 1.20f 18 18448 65.70 +.30

46.44 35.25 Lubrizol 1.04 18 2908 45.17 +.87

3.77 2.35 Lucent 10 525015 2.53 +.03

19.97 9.21 Maytag .36 4472 17.62 +.19

52.25 17.00 McDerI 55 20160 52.57 +2.08

15.50 9.23 MyersInd .20 23 968 15.11 -.16

132.18 94.57 NACCO 1.86 18 613 135.02 +3.84

37.85 29.75 NatlCity 1.48 11 24969 34.00 +.46

22.54 13.91 NatIntst .16 11 2824 22.91 +1.01

25.69 20.41 NewellRub .84 22 10827 23.88 -.11

46.33 29.45 Nordson .66 21 1703 44.90 +1.04

62.82 51.10 NorthropG 1.04 17 17282 62.08 +1.32

33.36 12.35 OM Group 9 2642 19.24 +.50

28.29 13.07 OlympStl 11 5168 28.03 +.62

6.00 3.79 Omnova 896 5.19 -.11

74.73 55.64 PPG 1.88 17 9562 58.74 +.52

30.90 12.88 ParkOh 11 206 15.15 -.24

74.88 56.80 ParkHan .92 15 6427 74.70 +1.51

29.21 20.20 Pfizer .96f 23 291406 24.59 -.30

10.25 5.31 PolyOne 54 4244 7.05 +.06

124.90 81.38 ProgCp .12 15 17127 106.06 -2.44

37.98 27.26 ProQuest 16 1318 29.08 +.04

19.42 16.51 RPM .64 21 2990 18.45 +.21

43.41 19.50 RTI IntlM 41 2332 42.10 +1.42

14.34 6.51 RetailVent 3479 12.68 +.07

24.69 15.92 Schulmn .58 21 2544 24.64 -.05

49.32 40.47 Sherwin .82 15 18161 49.62 +.92

6.14 2.94 Sifco 5 4.60 +.12

22.23 16.55 SignetGp 1.21e 377 18.30 +.43

29.87 25.45 SkyFncl .92f 16 1343 26.52 -.19

51.65 43.64 Smucker 1.08 19 2195 43.99 -.32

27.65 21.62 Steris .16 21 2263 25.56 +.38

35.88 22.73 Timken .60 14 2980 35.45 +.67

71.97 58.00 UnBnCal 1.64 11 5205 66.85 -.18

13.64 10.11 UnBnOH .52b 16 24 12.00 -.40

31.21 26.80 US Bancrp1.32f 12 55364 29.18 +.02

18.69 15.35 UnvElc 26 469 18.02 -.08

5.85 3.50 WinthropR .11e 12 104 5.23 -.01

64.47 38.81 YRC Wwde 10 14906 48.99 +1.83

LOCAL STOCKS
52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

TELEPHONE STOCKS
SSttoocckk  DDiivv.. YYiieelldd PPEE SSaalleess  110000 LLaasstt CChhgg..

AT&T Inc 1.33f 5.4 21 99845 24.66 +.21
BellSouth 1.16 4.3 12 63434 26.92 +.11
QwestCm 75132 5.87 +.15
VerizonCm 1.62 5.2 10 120466 30.89 -.11

RReeaaddiinngg  SSttoocckk  TTaabblleess

FFoooottnnootteess::  n - new issues; pf -

preferred; s - the stock split in the

last 52 weeks; vj - in bankruptcy;

wt - warrant; u - indicates new 52-

week high; d - indicates new 52-

week low. For a complete glos-

sary of Associated Press foot-

notes and abreviations see

wwwwww..mmaarrkkeettss..aapp..oorrgg

MMuuttuuaall  FFuunndd  FFoooottnnootteess:: NAV

stands for Net Asset Value or the

price a share brings when sold.

Footnotes: e - ex-capital gains

distribution; x - ex-cash dividend;

n - no front-end load or contin-

gent deferred sales charges; p -

fund assets are used to pay dis-

tribution costs 12(b) (1) plan; r -

redemption fee or contingent

deferred load; f - both p and r.

MOST ACTIVE

Lucent 525,015 2.53 +.03
GenElec 463,724 32.96 -.33
iShJapan 420,410 13.64 +.23
EMC Cp 372,340 13.65 +.39
FordM 313,510 8.40 +.08
GnMotr 295,506 23.05 +1.20
Pfizer 291,406 24.59 -.30
McAfee 288,157 22.75 -4.88
AMD 268,693 36.77 +1.30
BrMySq 260,869 21.33 -.77

TOP GAINERS

AK Steel 10.16 +2.21 Up 28
BOC ADS 51.45+10.26 Up 25
ArvMerit 16.55 +2.84 Up 21
GpoTMM A 4.99 +.84 Up 20
Waters 43.08 +5.32 Up 14
LaBrnch 11.93 +1.46 Up 14
Lexmark 51.08 +5.18 Up 11
AirTran 15.45 +1.50 Up 11
IntcntlEx n 52.78 +5.01 Up 11
CNX Gas n 25.90 +2.40 Up 10

TOP LOSERS

AIPC lf 3.81 -2.63 Off 41
McAfee 22.75 -4.88 Off 18
SunComWls 1.86 -.30 Off 14
Avaya 10.35 -1.15 Off 10
SeronoSA 19.25 -2.04 Off 10
Suntech n 40.00 -3.40 Off 8
BKF Cap 13.26 -.91 Off 6
ChileFd 16.33 -1.07 Off 6
MineSaf 39.65 -2.55 Off 6
Fdders pfA 8.10 -.50 Off 6

Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg. Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

NYSE INDEXESS&P NASDAQ INDEXDOW JONES
Close ChangeClose Change Close Change

S&P 500 1266.86 +3.04
Value Line Arith 2002.16 +23.65
Value Line Geometric 429.19 +4.16

Composite 2265.25 +16.78
Indust 1925.83 +19.70
Insurance 3697.11 -5.10
Financl 4619.47 +30.84
Transport 2490.36 +72.25
NMS Comp 1023.99 +7.62
NMS Inds 787.58 +8.11

30 Indus 10712.22 +23.45
20 Transp 4275.02 +99.27
15 Utils 425.02 +3.28
65 Stocks 3696.61 +38.17

Comp 7973.02 +19.10
U.S. 100 6124.80 +2.65
NYSE Engy 11212.11 -68.96
NYSE Fincl 8079.92 +21.66
NYSE Hlthcre 6510.20 -26.93

NYSE +19.10

NASD +16.78

AMEX -4.99

Intel 1,032,678 21.28 -.07
Nasd100Tr 754,312 41.44 +.18
SunMicro 718,841 4.37 -.02
SiriusS 634,641 5.90 -.21
Microsoft 611,964 26.28 -.07
JDS Uniph 531,375 3.07 +.14
Cisco 500,209 18.33 +.17
Oracle 476,905 12.20 -.10
Vitesse 438,187 2.74 +.52
AppleC s 403,060 76.04 -1.63

ChinaNRes 7.32 +3.60 Up 97
ImperlSgr wt 2.03 +.83 Up 69
InterDig 24.94 +6.33 Up 34
WheelPit 11.96 +2.85 Up 31
Ariba Inc 9.57 +1.88 Up 24
Vitesse 2.74 +.52 Up 23
ChinaTDev 2.55 +.44 Up 21
KindrH wtB 10.83 +1.63 Up 18
BioImaging 4.40 +.64 Up 17
Proxymed 4.44 +.60 Up 16

Curis 2.61 -1.31 Off 33
App Img rs 1.43 -.28 Off 16
Sinclair 7.51 -1.40 Off 16
Adtran 26.95 -4.48 Off 14
Nitches s 5.25 -.85 Off 14
Elamex 1.64 -.26 Off 14
AbleEnr 7.81 -1.11 Off 12
EDP TM 7.60 -1.03 Off 12
ATS Med 2.71 -.36 Off 12
SBE 1.43 -.17 Off 11

SPDR 499,807 126.55 +.13
iShRs2000 s361,867 71.20 +.79
SemiHTr 227,520 37.34 ...
SP Engy 196,621 56.69 -.34
SP Fncl 122,750 31.54 +.14
SulphCo n 110,341 6.88 -3.37
OilSvHT 91,833 153.67 -1.66
IvaxCorp 85,722 30.00 -.73
DJIA Diam 66,218 106.94 +.08
iShEmMkt s 36,248 97.10 +1.50

Heartland 1.00 +.19 Up 24
SunABc wt 1.10 +.18 Up 20
Bodisen n 18.65 +2.71 Up 17
InfoSonic 17.82 +2.52 Up 17
AlphaPro 2.82 +.38 Up 16
IGI 1.64 +.20 Up 14
CoffeeH n 7.80 +.90 Up 13
MidwstAir 4.71 +.50 Up 12
OneTrv rslf 1.90 +.20 Up 12
HallwdGp s145.00+15.00 Up 12

Congolm 1.65 -.28 Off 15
EnNth g 2.06 -.19 Off 8
HltcrAcq wt 1.41 -.14 Off 9
Hyperdyn n 2.87 -.28 Off 9
ManhPh n 1.35 -.12 Off 8
MS eafe08 9.50 -1.03 Off 10
Nephros 1.48 -.12 Off 8
OdysMar 3.18 -.35 Off 10
SulphCo n 6.88 -3.37 Off 33
VCG Hold 1.01 -.09 Off 8

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Prime Rate 7.25 7.25

Discount Rate Primary 5.25 5.25

Fed Funds close 4.3125 4.3125

T-Bills:

3-month disc 4.30 4.23

6-month disc 4.35 4.29

T-Bill, annualized, adjusted for

constant maturity:

1-year 4.43 4.41

T-Notes:

1-year 4.44 4.40

5-year 4.38 4.27

T-Bond:

30-year 4.58 4.51

FNMA 30-year mortgage commitment:

30-days 5.94 5.95

Money market fund:

30-day avg yld: 3.61 3.59

Last        Wk.Ago

Last        Wk.Ago

Aluminum, cents per lb., LME 109.7 109.2

Antimony, American per lb. 3700-3800 3700-3800

Copper, Cathode full plate 221.00 220.00

Gold, troy oz., Handy&Harman 557.25 554.50

Silver, troy oz. Handy&Harman 9.140 8.980

Lead, lb. 1345.50 1317.00

Palladium, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 272.60 275.80

Pig Iron, f.o.b.fdry Buffalo gross ton n.a. n.a.

Platinum, troy oz. N.Y.(contract) 1045.00 1047.0

Platinum, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 1052.00 1027.70

Mercury, 76lb. flask N.Y. 700.00 700.00

Scrap Steel, gross ton, composite 229.00 229.00

Tin, Metals Week composite lb. 103.87 103.46

Last     Wk.Ago

Feeder cattle 500-600 lb Okl av cwt 130.44 130.44

Corn No. 2 yellow Chi processor bid 2.09\ 2.03\

Soybeans No. 1 yellow 5.61\ 5.64{

Soybean Meal Cen Ill 48pct protein-ton 177.00 177.00

Soybean oil crude Decatur lb. .21 .21

Fuel oil No. 2 NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7746 1.8022

Gasoline unl prem RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.8419 n.a.

Gasoline unl RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.6919 1.7257

North Sea Brent $ per bbl fob 63.84 65.99

West Texas Intermed $ per bbl fob 66.75 67.86

Alaska No. Slope del. West Coast 64.93 65.25

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Argent .3292 .3289 3.0378 3.0400
Australia .7511 .7526 1.3314 1.3287
Bahrain 2.6546 2.6525 .3767 .3770
Brazil .4459 .4434 2.2425 2.2555
Britain 1.7864 1.7870 .5598 .5596
Canada .8684 .8705 1.1516 1.1488
Chile .001895 .001883 527.80 531.15
China .1241 .1240 8.0609 8.0642
Colombia .000440 .000443 2274.98 2256.90
Czech Rep .0431 .0430 23.19 23.25
Denmark .1648 .1648 6.0679 6.0686
Dominican Rep .0289 .0290 34.64 34.53
Egypt .1749 .1746 5.7191 5.7260
Euro 1.2288 1.2305 .8138 .8127
Hong Kong .1290 .1290 7.7549 7.7542
Hungary .0049 .0049 203.20 203.15
India .0226 .0225 44.170 44.350

Indnsia .000106 .000106 9430.00 9440.00
Israel .2164 .2170 4.6215 4.6085
Japan .008727 .008741 114.59 114.40
Jordan 1.4112 1.4106 .7086 .7089
Kenya .0140 .0139 71.40 72.05
Kuwait 3.4282 3.4247 .2917 .2920
Lebanon .000666 .000665 1501.00 1503.00
Malaysia .2664 .2668 3.7543 3.7485
Mexico .095229 .095075 10.5010 10.5180
N. Zealand .6819 .6837 1.4665 1.4626
Norway .1531 .1528 6.5328 6.5430
Pakistan .0167 .0167 59.84 59.83
Peru .3001 .2985 3.332 3.350
Philpins .0190 .0189 52.64 52.86
Poland .3215 .3195 3.11 3.13
Russia .0354 .0365 28.2550 27.3830
SDR 1.45656 1.45738 .6865 .6862
Saudi Arab .2669 .2668 3.7470 3.7475
Singapore .6169 .6172 1.6211 1.6201

Slovak Rep .0329 .0328 30.39 30.45
So. Africa .1668 .1678 5.9968 5.9593
So. Korea .001025 .001018 975.60 982.50
Sweden .1327 .1329 7.5351 7.5261
Switzerlnd .7940 .7959 1.2594 1.2565
Taiwan .0313 .0312 31.98 32.01
Thailand .02543 .02556 39.32 39.13
Turkey .7567 .7607 1.3215 1.3145
U.A.E. .2723 .2723 3.6721 3.6728
Uruguay .0416 .0416 24.0590 24.0400
Venzuel .000466 .000466 2147.00 2147.30

COMMODITIES

CREDIT MARKET

METALS

Close: 2265.25 High: 2269.44 Low: 2256.03

Close: 7973.02 High: 7992.54 Low: 7951.70

Close: 1826.83 High: 1832.01 Low: 1822.32

Close Change

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.
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Dec. 1 Jan. 3 Dec. 1 Jan. 3

Jan. 24 close
10,712.22  +23.45

Jan. 24 close
2,265.25  +16.78

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

EEddiittoorrss  NNoottee::

The Euro is the currency for the following

countries: Austria, Belgium. Finland, France,

Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,

the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.

REEVES CAKE SHOP

SPONSORED BY NORTHEAST OHIO BRIDES MAGAZINE – www.neobrides.com

REEVES CAKE SHOP – 2770 CORY AVE., AKRON, OHIO 44314

WEDDING CAKE PREVIEW
Friday January 27 - 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Saturday January 28 - 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Sunday January 29 - noon - 4:30 p.m. 

FREE ADMISSION

For more information contact Reeves Cake Shop at
330-848-1036/888-959-CAKE, or www.reevescakeshop.com 

Don't miss the most delicious 
event of the year!
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C ase W estern 
receives funding

C ase W estern R eserve 
U niversity will receive
$ 600 , 000 from the U.S.
D epartment o  f Energy to
advance hydrogen fuel - cell 
technology . Th e department
accepted two proposals from
C ase to research polymer
membranes . Th e goal will be to
develop a fuel cell that is less
expensive and more durable.

Th e department had $2 3.7 5
million to divvy among groups
that research fuel cells.

A  K Steel shares
soar 28 percent

A  K Steel Holding C orp . 
stock soared nearly 28 percent
T uesday after the Middletown
steel maker reported a
narrower fourth - quarter loss
than Wall Street expected. One
analyst also said the surge was
based on a belief among some
investors that the company
could be bought.

Th e company lost $4 1.5
million , or 38 cents per share,
compared with a loss of $1 0 2.8
million , or 95 cents per share, a
year earlier. Both quarters had
one - time charges that wiped
out profits.

J ohnson & Johnson
reports profit jump

H ealth - care conglomerate
J ohnson & Johnson posted a 79
percent increase in fourth-
quarter profit T uesday , mainly
because of lower overhead
costs and a large tax charge a
year earlier. Although the
earnings were in line with Wall
S treet expectations , revenue
was below estimates; U.S.
pharmaceutical sales were
down 10 percent. J&J shares fell
nearly 3 percent.

M eanwhile , J&J took no
action as its midnight Tuesday
deadline approached to either
raise its bid for heart - device 
maker Guidant C orp . or let
rival Boston Scientific C orp . 
claim the prize after upsetting
J&J’s plans for its biggest
acquisition ever.

P oll finds Americans
unsure of economy

P eople are skeptical about
the economy despite recent
encouraging signs, saying they
worry about the costs of gas,
heating oil and health care.

R epublicans are far more
likely than Democrats or
independents to be optimistic,
the Pe  w Research Center for
the People & the Press found.
A bout a third of those polled
rated the economy as excellent
or good.

‘‘Th e r e’s not as much
economic optimism as might be
warranted by hard economic
indicators , ’ ’ said center director
A ndrew K ohut . 

McDo n a l d’s reports
increase in income

S trong momentum at its U.S.
restaurants and improved sales
i  n Europe helped McDo n a l d’s
Co r p.’s fourth - quarter income
rise 53 percent T uesday . 

Up next for U.S. customers : 
three new products that
McDo n a l d’s hopes will keep
sales from slowing. Its spicy
chicken sandwich, premium
roast coffee and Asian salad all
are due out by spring.

Gas
Customers should still
try to conserve energy
C ontinued from Page D1

Th e lower price offers a bit
of aid for residential customers . 
‘‘We need all the relief we can
g e t,’’ said Ryan L ippe , spokes -
man for the Ohio consumers’
counsel , the state’  s residential
utility advocate. But Lippe said
customers should still take steps
to conserve energy because
w e’r e heading into the heart of
the winter heating season.

‘ ‘ W hile w e’r e fortunate for
the weather today, we need to
be prepared for any cold tem-
peratures that may be around
the corner,’’ he said.

T he GCR could have been
slightly lower.

S tate law does not allow Do-
minion to make a profit on its
GCR , but it is allowed some-
thing called ‘ ‘ unrecovered gas
costs ’ ’ in its delivery rates to
make up for market volatility.

F ebruary through A pril ’ s u n-
recovered gas cost will go from
a credit of 25 cents / mcf t  o a
charge of 88.2 cents / mcf to ac-
count for the swings in prices a f-
ter Hurricanes Katrina and R ita . 

T he unrecovered gas costs
are set quarterly and are on a
three - month lag . Al l customers
pay these costs. The cost is fig-
ured into the GCR for customers
who continue to buy their gas
from Dominion and into the
transportation cost for custom - 
ers who buy their gas from an-
other provider but still get their
gas delivered by D ominion .
GCR customers also pay trans - 
portation charges, but they ’ re
figured into the GCR.

B etty L in - F isher can be reached at 330-9 9 6-
3724 or blinfisher @ thebeaconjournal . com 

Ford
Automaker’s hybrid
runs on ethanol fuel
C ontinued from Page D1

‘‘Fo r d’s restructuring plan
was widely anticipated, but was
more vague and protracted than
we expected, which is disap-
pointing , ’ ’ G oldman S achs ana -
lyst Robert Barry said in a note
to investors. ‘‘We also see siz-
able North American share loss
continuing , weighing on earn -
ings and offsetting many r e-
structuring benefits.’’

GM and Ford announced the
plans as their combined U.S.
market share fell to an unprece-
dented low of 43 percent in
2005 , down from 52 percent five
years earlier. Asian brands en-
joyed a surge and now control
nearly 37 percent of the U.S.

market . 
Th e r e’s little indication that’s

changing . S ales of GM and Ford
vehicles were down 25 percent
in the first two weeks of J anu - 
ary , while Toyota Motor Co r p.,
H onda M otor Co., Nissan Motor
Co. an  d Hyundai Motor Co. all
enjoyed gains, according to the
P ower I nformation N etwork , a
division of J.D. Power and As s o-
ciates . 

Th e losses are taking a huge
financial toll. Ford said M onday 
it lost $1.6 billion in its North
A merican operations in 2005,
and GM is expected to an-
nounce an even larger loss
T hursday . 

GM and F ord are vowing to
work more closely with suppli-
ers to cut costs , a tactic bor-
rowed from J apanese rivals .
T hey expect to save billions in
development costs by sharing
components globally and mak -
ing plants more flexible, and
they ’ re promising to rely less on
costly incentives.

B ut some analysts express

doubts . M ost of the plant clo-
sures and job cuts that Ford and
GM plan must be negotiated
with the United Auto Workers
in 2007 as part of a new con-
tract . 

T he UAW did agree to cut
G M’s and Fo r d’s costs last year
by requiring autoworkers and
retirees to pay more for their
health care. But those provisions
passed on close votes.

‘‘Un i o n negotiations will play
a critical role in the plan ’ s suc - 
cess , and even with the health-
care concessions, it is not clear
that a sense of urgency and
shared pain exists at the U A W,’’
said Craig H utson , an auto ana - 
lyst at the corporate bond re-
search firm Gimme C redit . 

M eanwhile , F ord said it is the
first automaker to develop a hy-
brid research vehicle capable of
running on ethanol - based fuels . 
F ord is unveiling the Escape Hy-
brid E85 at the W ashington
A uto S how today . 

Disney
Deal may strengthen
ties with Jobs’ Apple
C ontinued from Page D1

P ixar E xecutive V ice P resi -
dent John Lasseter will become
chief creative officer of the ani - 
mation studios and principal
creative adviser at W alt D isney 
I magineering , which designs
and builds the company’s theme
parks . 

P ixar P resident Ed Catmull
will be president of the new
combined Pixar and Disney ani-
mation studios, reporting to Iger
and Dick C ook , chairman of
W alt D isney S tudios . 

‘ ‘ D isney and Pixar can now
collaborate without the barriers
that come from two different
companies with two different
sets of shareholders,’’ Jobs said.
‘‘No w, everyone can focus on
what is most important: creating
innovative stories, characters
and films that delight millions of
people around the world.’’

U nder the deal, Disney said it
will issue 2.  3 shares for each
share of Pixar stock. At T ues -

d a y’s closing price o  f $2 5.9 9 for
D isney , P ixar shareholders
would get stock worth $5 9.7 8, a
4 percent premium over P ixar ’ s 
closing price of $5 7.5 7. Th e deal
was announced after the mar -
kets closed for the day.

W ith P ixar , D isney gains a
company that has produced a
long - running string of animated
blockbusters , including Th e In-
credibles . 

T hrough J obs , D isney will
tighten its link with Apple Co m-
puter , the innovative technolo - 
gy company behind music and
video iPo d s.

D isney is not acquiring a di-
rect interest in A pple . Bu t J obs 
could help Iger push his plan to
marry films, TV shows, video
games and other content to
computers , iPo d s, handheld
game consoles and even cell
phones . 

P ixar has served as D isney ’ s 
de facto animation unit for a
decade . T wo P ixar movies ,
F inding N emo and Th  e Incredi - 
b les, have won Academy
A wards for best animated fea-
ture film.

P ixar films have been a finan-
cial windfall for D isney , which
receives 60 percent of the prof-
its . 

By contrast , D isney ’ s own an-

imation unit has struggled , pro - 
ducing some modest successes,
such as 2002’s L ilo & Stitch , a nd
many flops, including T reasure
P lanet and H ome on the R ange . 

D isney and Pixar had been
discussing an extension of their
distribution deal since early
2003 . 

Th e talks stalled in 2004. An-
imosity between Jobs and for-
mer Disney Chief Executive Mi-
chael Eisner contributed to the
breakdown . 

In 2004 , J obs broke off talks
with Disney and said he would
begin talking to other studios,
including Fox and Warner B ros . 
R elations soured even more af-
ter Disney announced it would
make the sequel To y S tory 3, a
project strongly opposed by Pi x-
a r.

Th e relationship between the
two companies goes back to
1991 , when Disney agreed to fi-
nance and distribute three films
from the fledgling company.

T hat deal led to the release in
1995 of T oy S tory , the world’s
first fully computer - animated
feature film. I  t was a huge hit
and became the highest - grossing 
film that year.

Th e same year, Pixar raised
$ 140 million in an initial public
offering . 

B uilding the
blimp
T his is the latest installment of
B limp G arage , an occasional
series chronicling the people and
milestones involved in building
G oodyear T ire & Rubber Co.’s
new blimp at Wingfoot L ake . 
T oday : Getting the small stuff
right . 
De c. 4: Crew finishes patching
the 192 - foot - long envelope . 
De c. 8: The envelope is inflated
with helium for the first time.
De c. 9: The gondola, or car, is
attached underneath the
envelope . 
De c. 11: Meet the people who
are building the blimp.
De c. 13: The blimp is moved
within the hangar.
De c. 22: Workers add the nose
cone . 
Ja n. 7: Workers continue lacing
parts to the envelope.
Ja n. 18: The envelope top gets
painted . 

B limp signs evolve with technology
Y ears ago , G oodyear used neon and then incandescent lights for

signs on its airships.
G oodyear now uses light - emitting diodes , which are lighter and

last as long as 100 , 000 hours . Th e company calls the technology
E aglevision . 

Th e current design uses three zones: The upper zone is best for
nighttime . It uses computer - controlled graphic information and can
generate smooth video. The daytime zone is lower and uses more
LED s to stand out in sunlight. I  t is best used for nonmoving text. The
lowest portion is where the computer data initially flows.

G oodyear is experimenting with a new generation of LED
technology that will be brighter and have better resolution than what
is currently used, but that version probably won’t be ready for real-
world use for at least another year.

Blimp
Work needs to meet
federal regulations
C ontinued from Page D1

T heir job was to snap a spe-
cial piece of plastic called a
‘ ‘ standoff ’ ’ into a neoprene ‘‘b u t-
t o n’’ that protruded slightly
from the envelope. Then an
LED board was securely fas-
tened onto the standoff. While
they worked on high, another
two - person crew worked on a
lower portion of the sign.

‘‘Yo u have roughly 80 , 000
LED s when all is said and d o n e,’’
said P eacock , chief airship elec-
tronic technician. ‘‘You can the-
oretically mix 32,7 6 8’’ shades of
color . 

B asically , the blimp’  s LED
sign is the equivalent of a com-
puter monitor, he said.

O nce the boards are in place,
the wiring is installed to carry
signals from an onboard com-
puter to light up the appropriate
L E Ds, P eacock said . Al l of that
work may be done by next
week , allowing workers to start
testing the sign.

W hile the two crews worked
on the sign, Jared H aren , the air-
ship construction supervisor ,
was at the blimp’s af  t (back ) u s-
ing a cotton swab dipped in
paint to touch up air deflectors
that will sit around large air
valves built into the envelope.

T he kind of detailed work
being done is needed to meet
F ederal A viation A dministra -
tion regulations, he said. They
have to be mindful of such
things as making sure they leave

at least eight threads showing on
tiny metal washers for some ap-
plications , he said. The work
gets double- and triple - checked . 

‘‘We have at least two to
three people looking at things all
the time,’’ Haren said. H  e ca r-
ries a checklist with him – by
midafternoon , he had been in-
volved in 18 different activities , 
he said.

‘‘I have to document all of
this at the end of the day,’’ Har-
en said. ‘‘You don’  t want to
leave too many loose jobs hang-
i n g.’’

Ji m M ackinnon can be reached at 330 - 996 - 
3544 or jmackinnon @ thebeaconjournal . com 
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