
CCYYMK

25.60 21.75 AT&T Inc 1.33f 22 90616 24.84 -.15

20.59 13.05 Agilysys .12 31 1917 19.04 -.52

63.22 49.66 Allstate 1.28 21 26971 54.38 -.30

68.19 52.24 Alltel 1.54f 15 25817 62.00 -.47

40.80 32.25 AEP 1.48f 13 8751 37.38 +.20

28.02 21.21 AGreet .32 25 4116 21.39 -.46

10.08 8.52 AsdEstat .68 75 290 9.79 -.04

72.66 57.22 BP PLC 2.09e 12 50873 70.41 +.69

32.50 23.20 Bemis .72 19 3484 28.96 +.04

21.00 12.90 BrshEMat 22 1978 17.96 +.33

6.90 3.30 CBIZ Inc 33 3543 6.23 +.06

34.00 25.66 CedarF 1.84 11 808 28.19 -.04

6.55 4.68 CeresGrp 12 338 5.31 -.08

99.25 51.14 ClevCliffs .80 7 3508 95.03 -.87

22.50 13.00 CooperTire .42 9 5779 16.09 -.04

49.49 38.74 DevDv 2.16 19 3051 47.98 -.07

57.81 33.10 Diebold .82 18 2281 38.40 -.25

86.97 67.37 DomRes 2.68 28 12673 79.40 +1.29

71.12 56.65 Eaton 1.24 13 6312 64.48 -.57

34.99 22.34 EnPro 13 3121 28.45 +1.10

105.82 76.81 FedExCp .32 19 19711 98.19 -1.81

23.22 16.27 Ferro lf .58 1321 19.40 -.25

48.12 35.04 FifthThird 1.52 15 43442 38.44 -.49

53.36 38.54 FirstEngy 1.80f 19 8358 51.44 +.69

29.06 24.12 FstMerit 1.12 17 3122 26.01 +.18

41.00 28.61 ForstCA s .24 77 971 38.62 +.49

40.90 29.05 ForstCB s .24 77 33 38.35 +.35

21.25 17.32 GenCorp 5688 19.26 -.10

45.82 31.02 Goodrich .80 21 6261 39.73 -.65

18.71 11.24 Goodyear 9 23697 18.12 -.13

27.99 19.00 GormanR .56 24 45 23.30 -.35

33.09 26.62 GMP 1.00 14 191 27.50 -.51

5.56 2.44 HooperH .06 38 1337 3.02

49.75 39.19 HubbelA 1.32 16 25 42.40 -.24

54.20 42.56 HubbelB 1.32 18 2097 46.55 -.01

25.41 20.97 HuntBnk .86 14 10229 23.99 -.31

94.64 78.50 ITW 1.32 18 5904 89.80 +.26

48.28 30.13 Invacare .05 17 1684 32.18 +.01

40.87 32.92 JPMorgCh 1.36 20 96173 39.71 -.21

30.69 10.98 JoAnnStrs 11 2885 12.50 +.06

18.50 12.90 Keithley .15 25 447 15.05

35.00 30.10 Keycorp 1.30 13 15226 33.25 -.44

69.09 52.42 KnightR 1.48 9 3623 63.85

31.69 8.70 LamSessn 29 11625 27.50 -.49

17.10 12.11 Lesco 126 15.64 +.62

42.44 28.49 LincEl .76f 16 715 41.62 -.27

66.49 54.24 LockhdM 1.20f 18 16551 65.72 -.07

46.44 35.25 Lubrizol 1.04 17 2973 44.01 +.06

3.77 2.35 Lucent 10 545166 2.55 -.10

19.97 9.21 Maytag .36 6956 17.45 -.31

52.25 17.00 McDerI 52 9415 49.75 -.05

15.02 9.23 MyersInd .20 22 1035 14.94 -.07

128.56 94.57 NACCO 1.86 17 1107 125.98 -1.25

37.85 29.75 NatlCity 1.48 9 55380 34.86 +.89

22.50 13.91 NatIntst n .16 10 151 21.09 -1.23

25.69 20.41 NewellRub .84 22 9090 23.61 -.29

46.33 29.45 Nordson .66 20 932 43.65 -.95

62.82 51.10 NorthropG 1.04 16 14382 60.69 -.25

33.36 12.35 OM Group 9 7871 17.92 +.43

27.30 13.07 OlympStl 9 692 23.90 +.14

6.00 3.79 Omnova 563 4.79 +.04

74.73 55.64 PPG 1.88 15 9327 58.10 -.37

30.90 12.88 ParkOh 10 184 15.08 +.09

74.26 56.80 ParkHan .92 14 10667 73.21 +1.29

29.21 20.20 Pfizer .96f 22 321154 24.28 -.39

10.25 5.31 PolyOne 53 4491 6.91

124.90 81.38 ProgCp .12 15 11577 114.53 -2.14

37.98 27.26 ProQuest 16 1703 28.44 -.44

19.42 16.51 RPM .64 21 3522 18.28 -.04

43.41 19.50 RTI IntlM 40 2991 41.28 +.18

14.34 6.50 RetailVent 1109 12.54 -.28

23.30 15.92 Schulmn .58 19 2740 23.29 +.65

48.84 40.47 Sherwin .82 15 26734 48.13 +2.12

6.14 2.94 Sifco 4.50

22.23 16.55 SignetGp 1.21e 417 18.00 -.69

29.87 25.45 SkyFncl .92f 17 1262 27.65 -.24

51.65 43.64 Smucker 1.08 20 1462 44.99 -.10

27.65 21.62 Steris .16 21 2449 25.55 -.49

35.88 22.73 Timken .60 14 3149 34.93 +.23

71.97 58.00 UnBnCal 1.64 14 2213 68.93 -.59

14.00 10.11 UnBnOH .52b 16 11 12.04 +.05

31.21 26.80 US Bancrp1.32f 13 56600 30.03 -.56

18.69 15.35 UnvElc 26 166 17.95 -.19

5.85 3.50 WinthropR .11e 12 1017 5.50 -.08

64.47 38.81 YRC Wwde 9 5360 47.17 -1.34

LOCAL STOCKS
52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

52-week P/                              
Hi  Lo Dv E Vol Last Ch

TELEPHONE STOCKS
SSttoocckk  DDiivv.. YYiieelldd PPEE SSaalleess  110000 LLaasstt CChhgg..

AT&T Inc 1.33f 5.4 22 90616 24.84 -.15
BellSouth 1.16 4.3 12 43144 27.02 -.41
QwestCm 162155 5.75 -.03
VerizonCm 1.62 5.1 10 165493 31.48 -.70

RReeaaddiinngg  SSttoocckk  TTaabblleess

FFoooottnnootteess::  n - new issues; pf -

preferred; s - the stock split in the

last 52 weeks; vj - in bankruptcy;

wt - warrant; u - indicates new 52-

week high; d - indicates new 52-

week low. For a complete glos-

sary of Associated Press foot-

notes and abreviations see

wwwwww..mmaarrkkeettss..aapp..oorrgg

MMuuttuuaall  FFuunndd  FFoooottnnootteess:: NAV

stands for Net Asset Value or the

price a share brings when sold.

Footnotes: e - ex-capital gains

distribution; x - ex-cash dividend;

n - no front-end load or contin-

gent deferred sales charges; p -

fund assets are used to pay dis-

tribution costs 12(b) (1) plan; r -

redemption fee or contingent

deferred load; f - both p and r.

MOST ACTIVE

Lucent 545,166 2.55 -.10
TycoIntl 478,078 26.20 -.92
Pfizer 321,154 24.28 -.39
iShJapan 305,102 13.64 -.43
AMD 208,368 32.86 -1.27
FordM 196,693 8.31 -.24
TimeWarn 192,325 17.37 +.10
ConocPhil s191,770 64.29 +3.53
ExxonMbl 181,339 61.54 +.57
BostonSci 176,025 23.90 -1.30

TOP GAINERS

Fiat pf 7.90 +1.00 Up 15
Quanex 59.52 +5.72 Up 11
Mesab 20.13 +1.54 Up 8
Guidant 76.22 +5.38 Up 8
LincN pf 825.00+55.75 Up 7
Tefron 9.65 +.65 Up 7
Nexen gs 53.89 +3.25 Up 6
NelsnB 26.75 +1.50 Up 6
ConocPhil s 64.29 +3.53 Up 6
Fiat 10.22 +.52 Up 5

TOP LOSERS

DanaCp lf 5.40 -1.40 Off 21
US Airwy n 30.00 -4.05 Off 12
CtlAir B 17.24 -2.23 Off 12
AlbnyIn 33.69 -3.48 Off 9
AlliImag 5.06 -.47 Off 9
Chiquta wt 4.71 -.42 Off 8
FurnBrds 21.62 -1.93 Off 8
AFrance wt 1.58 -.14 Off 8
AirTran 13.79 -1.20 Off 8
BKF Cap lf 17.00 -1.48 Off 8

Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg. Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

MOST ACTIVE TOP GAINERS TOP LOSERS
Stock Last Chg. Pct.Stock Last Chg. Pct.

NYSE INDEXESS&P NASDAQ INDEXDOW JONES
Close ChangeClose Change Close Change

S&P 500 1282.93 -4.68
Value Line Arith 1981.30 -12.20
Value Line Geometric 425.91 -2.69

Composite 2302.69 -14.35
Indust 1920.34 -9.70
Insurance 3725.68 -41.68
Financl 4605.83 -48.52
Transport 2412.86 -29.84
NMS Comp 1041.14 -6.63
NMS Inds 785.37 -4.26

30 Indus 10896.32 -63.55
20 Transp 4090.95 -56.15
15 Utils 421.29 +5.44
65 Stocks 3666.06 -16.03

Comp 7992.60 -33.34
U.S. 100 6211.25 -22.20
NYSE Engy 11072.25 +177.61
NYSE Fincl 8164.42 -72.06
NYSE Hlthcre 6614.09 -21.50

NYSE -33.34

NASD -14.35

AMEX -2.14

Nasd100Tr 664,259 42.70 -.28
Intel 622,787 25.52 -.27
Microsoft 570,213 26.99 -.20
IvanhoeEn 541,352 2.38 +.86
SunMicro 532,811 4.61 -.10
Cisco 527,468 18.68 -.24
ApldMatl 330,701 19.76 -.39
Yahoo 300,428 40.11 +.21
JDS Uniph 291,858 2.86 -.10
AppleC s 289,048 84.71 -.88

IvanhoeEn 2.38 +.86 Up 57
AmarinCp 2.96 +1.01 Up 52
AltairNano 3.25 +.91 Up 39
Satcon 1.81 +.35 Up 24
AHPC Hld 3.62 +.62 Up 21
GallHist 1.67 +.27 Up 19
Synergetc n 5.00 +.80 Up 19
Genomic n 14.68 +2.24 Up 18
Biocryst 22.41 +3.37 Up 18
AbleEnr 8.82 +1.29 Up 17

TowerS wt 7.15 -2.35 Off 25
Ilog 13.51 -4.32 Off 24
IAC Int wt1 4.50 -1.38 Off 24
LSI Inds 12.96 -3.18 Off 20
Nutrition21 1.03 -.15 Off 13
Sify 9.55 -1.38 Off 13
ChinaESv n 6.95 -.96 Off 12
Navarre 5.51 -.66 Off 11
Rdiff.cm 17.12 -2.01 Off 11
Terabeam 4.08 -.48 Off 11

SPDR 457,939 128.33 -.35
iShRs2000 s253,509 70.03 -.33
SemiHTr 212,530 38.83 -.64
SP Engy 153,359 55.61 +1.15
SP Util 72,312 32.54 +.34
OilSvHT 53,972 144.87 +2.45
iShEmMkt s 52,780 92.80 -1.65
BemaGold 52,688 3.69 -.08
SP Fncl 51,845 32.18 -.34
Mpower 48,233 1.14 -.02

EnNth g 2.37 +.45 Up 23
Rentech 5.16 +.95 Up 23
Xenonics n 2.15 +.38 Up 22
FountPwb 7.00 +1.11 Up 19
PYR En 1.78 +.23 Up 15
Abraxas 6.18 +.76 Up 14
GastarE gn 4.88 +.58 Up 14
Callisto 1.70 +.20 Up 13
LazKap 8.55 +.90 Up 12
Xfone n 3.10 +.31 Up 11

Aspyra 2.05 -.20 Off 9
Crystallx g 2.64 -.26 Off 9
FullHseR n 3.06 -.29 Off 9
IMA Ex gn 2.51 -.47 Off 16
InfoSonic 20.20 -3.05 Off 13
LeNik07 wt 27.48 -2.90 Off 10
ManhPh n 1.51 -.13 Off 8
MidwstAir 4.15 -.62 Off 13
OneTrv rslf 1.99 -.27 Off 12
Signalife n 2.91 -.23 Off 7

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Prime Rate 7.25 7.25

Discount Rate Primary 5.25 5.25

Fed Funds close 4.3125 4.25

T-Bills:

3-month 4.23 4.20

6-month 4.29 4.27

T-Bill, annualized, adjusted for

constant maturity:

1-year 4.41 4.37

T-Notes:

1-year 4.40 4.44

5-year 4.27 4.36

T-Bond:

30-year 4.51 4.62

FNMA 30-year mortgage commitment:

30-days 5.95 5.98

Money market fund:

30-day avg yld: 3.59 3.55

Last        Wk.Ago

Last        Wk.Ago

Aluminum, cents per lb., LME 108.0 108.3

Antimony, American per lb. 3700-3800 3700-3800

Copper, Cathode full plate 224.00 221.00

Gold, troy oz., Handy&Harman 553.25 548.25

Silver, troy oz. Handy&Harman 9.130 9.140

Lead, lb. 1277.00 1269.00

Palladium, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 285.35 283.85

Pig Iron, f.o.b.fdry Buffalo gross ton n.a. n.a.

Platinum, troy oz. N.Y.(contract) 1031.0 1021.0

Platinum, spot per troy oz. N.Y.Merc. 1040.60 1035.10

Mercury, 76lb. flask N.Y. 700.00 700.00

Scrap Steel, gross ton, composite 229.00 229.00

Tin, Metals Week composite lb. 95.27-95.77 95.27-95.77

Last     Wk.Ago

Feeder cattle 500-600 lb Okl av cwt 130.44 130.44

Corn No. 2 yellow Chi processor bid 2.01} 2.06{

Soybeans No. 1 yellow 5.58\ 5.63{

Soybean Meal Cen Ill 48pct protein-ton 181.00 181.00

Soybean oil crude Decatur lb. .21\ .21\

Fuel oil No. 2 NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7428 1.6713

Gasoline unl prem RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.9508 1.8661

Gasoline unl RVP NY hbr bg gl fob 1.7946 1.6974

North Sea Brent $ per bbl fob 63.09 62.06

West Texas Intermed $ per bbl fob 66.32 63.93

Alaska No. Slope del. West Coast 63.61 62.22

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.

Argent .3289 .3295 3.0400 3.0350
Australia .7514 .7535 1.3308 1.3271
Bahrain 2.6546 2.6546 .3767 .3767
Brazil .4363 .4396 2.2920 2.2750
Britain 1.7664 1.7758 .5661 .5631
Canada .8595 .8612 1.1634 1.1612
Chile .001880 .001906 532.00 524.75
China .1240 .1239 8.0660 8.0678
Colombia .000441 .000440 2269.70 2271.37
Czech Rep .0420 .0421 23.81 23.74
Denmark .1620 .1626 6.1736 6.1487
Dominican Rep .0291 .0290 34.32 34.45
Egypt .1746 .1746 5.7275 5.7275
Euro 1.2095 1.2129 .8268 .8245
Hong Kong .1290 .1290 7.7531 7.7513
Hungary .0048 .0048 207.30 206.35
India .0226 .0227 44.260 44.090

Indnsia .000106 .000107 9465.00 9340.00
Israel .2166 .2162 4.6160 4.6260
Japan .008657 .008757 115.51 114.19
Jordan 1.4108 1.4114 .7088 .7085
Kenya .0139 .0139 71.72 72.05
Kuwait 3.4247 3.4258 .2920 .2919
Lebanon .000665 .000666 1503.00 1501.00
Malaysia .2669 .2674 3.7470 3.7398
Mexico .094527 .094652 10.5790 10.5650
N. Zealand .6903 .6978 1.4486 1.4331
Norway .1494 .1506 6.6927 6.6415
Pakistan .0167 .0167 59.80 59.75
Peru .2922 .2894 3.422 3.456
Philpins .0190 .0191 52.56 52.38
Poland .3155 .3185 3.17 3.14
Russia .0365 .0351 27.3830 28.4944
SDR 1.44553 1.44640 .6918 .6914
Saudi Arab .2666 .2667 3.7503 3.7502
Singapore .6118 .6146 1.6346 1.6270

Slovak Rep .0322 .0324 31.06 30.91
So. Africa .1664 .1668 6.0080 5.9951
So. Korea .001011 .001013 988.80 987.50
Sweden .1297 .1300 7.7098 7.6912
Switzerlnd .7809 .7831 1.2806 1.2769
Taiwan .0313 .0313 31.99 31.99
Thailand .02516 .02532 39.75 39.49
Turkey .7496 .7468 1.3340 1.3391
U.A.E. .2723 .2723 3.6730 3.6728
Uruguay .0415 .0416 24.0925 24.0560
Venzuel .000466 .000466 2147.00 2147.00

COMMODITIES

CREDIT MARKET

METALS

Close: 2302.69 High: 2305.87 Low: 2294.05

Close: 7992.60 High: 8025.93 Low: 7964.65

Close: 1813.32 High: 1816.30 Low: 1804.05

Close Change

Value of fgn. currency Value of dollars in
unit in dollars fgn. currency  

Ystd .Prev. Ystd. Prev.
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Jan. 17 close
10,896.32  –63.55

Jan. 17 close
2,302.69  –14.35

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

Stock Vol  00 Last Net Chg.

EEddiittoorrss  NNoottee::

The Euro is the currency for the following

countries: Austria, Belgium. Finland, France,

Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg,

the Netherlands, Portugal and Spain.

Hair Loss Problem?
...No Problem!

call

All questions
answered guaranteed!

1 800 GET HAIR
a16-2086516

2086608.dig

OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE
50,000 Sq. Ft.

330-253-5970Quaker Square
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S herwin - W illiams 
raises expectations

S herwin - W illiams Co. in
C leveland said Tuesday that its
quarterly profit will beat
analysts ’ expectations because
sales were stronger than
anticipated . Th e nation ’ s 
largest maker of paint expects
earnings of 53 cents to 55 cents
per share, up from its October
guidance of 41 cents to 49 cents
per share. Analysts were
looking for 48 cents per share,
excluding one - time items , said
T homson F inancial . 

I ntel profit , sales
miss expectations

I ntel Co r p.’s fourth - quarter 
profit and sales rose but missed
W all S treet expectations when
it reported earnings after the
close of stock markets T uesday . 
I ntel faced continued
difficulties in meeting demand
for some products and lower-
than - expected selling prices.
An executive said Intel
probably lost market share to
A dvanced M icro D evices In c.’s
chips . 

C omputer line , chip
trends boost IBM

A new line of mainframe
computers and positive trends
in the chip business boosted
fourth - quarter results at
I nternational B usiness 
M achines Co r p., whose profit
rose 13 percent and beat Wall
S treet expectations T uesday . 

S ome analysts had feared a
shortfall in long - term services
contracts signed in the fourth
quarter , but the problem did
not appear severe.

Y ahoo In c.’s profit
jumps for quarter

Y ahoo In c.’s fourth - quarter 
profit nearly doubled as
advertisers continued to shift
spending to the I nternet , but
the results released after stock
markets closed Tuesday fell
short of analysts’ expectations,
and shares plunged in after-
hours trading.

C ontinental warns
o  f ‘significant loss’

C ontinental A irlines In c.
posted a narrower fourth-
quarter loss Tuesday as higher
revenue and cost - cutting 
efforts offset sharply higher
fuel costs, but executives told
analysts they expect a
‘ ‘ significant loss ’ ’ in the first
quarter of 2006. Shares closed
down 11 percent.

L arry K ellner , chairman and
CEO , said that despite labor
concessions and expansion of
international flights, the carrier
couldn ’ t overcome record - high 
fuel costs and competition from
low - cost carriers . 

NCR C orp . optimistic
about its earnings

NCR C orp . i  n Dayton said
T uesday that it expects its
fourth - quarter earnings to
exceed expectations, in part
because of stronger - than - 
anticipated revenue and
earnings in its data
warehousing business.

NCR said it expects earnings
of at least 67 cents a share; its
previous estimate was 52 cents
to 57 cents per share.

Blimp
Paint protects airship
from UV radiation
C ontinued from Page D1

P ainting just the top of a
blimp with brushes used to take
four people a whole day, they
said . T hey since learned that two
people using paint rollers can
work much more quickly. They
hoped to finish this particular
paint job in one shift, then move
on to spreading ‘ ‘ U ltramarine
Bl u e’’ paint on the remainder of
the airship today.

Th e mood was light. As De l a-
grange and H ershberger donned
two - way radio headsets and got
snapped into the bosun’s chairs , 
crew members jokingly sang r e-
frains from the Sonny and Cher

hit I Got You, Ba b e.
T hen they took a quick

S izzor - lift ride up 50 - plus feet ,
just above the blimp’s nose - cone . 

An open - air gap of 15 or more
feet separated the painters on the
lift from the front of the blimp.

No problem . 
F irst , H aren brushed the bot-

toms of the painters’ shoes to
make sure nothing sharp was
stuck there that could tear into
the thin Dacron fabric envelope.

T hen D elagrange climbed on
top of the Sizzor railing and
leaped off.

H  e swung across the space
and scampered like S pider - M an 
to the top of the airship.

H ershberger quietly con-
fessed he doesn’t like heights and
kept his eyes fixed firmly on the
blimp as he, too, leaped, swung
and climbed. The two men re-
mained firmly attached to their
suspended bosun’s chairs ; if they
had misjudged the jump or

slipped , they were safe.
Th e two men retrieved their

paint and equipment from the
boom lift that swung up to meet
them . 

H ershberger held onto a can
of the ‘ ‘ B right S ilver ’ ’ paint as
D elagrange worked the roller
along the top.

T he latex paint, made b  y a
company , L iquitex , that tradi-

tionally supplies artists, not only
makes the blimp look good but
will protect the envelope from
ultraviolet radiation damage
from the sun, Haren said.

‘‘Th e most important thing
about this paint is UV protec-
t i o n,’’ he said.

To apply the paint, the hang-
ar has to be no colder than 60
degrees and have a relative hu-

midity of 55 percent to 65 per-
cent , H aren said . Th e tempera - 
ture at the hangar floor was 61
degrees but it was noticeably
warmer on top of the envelope.
L arge , natural - gas fired heaters
placed around the blimp a c-
counted for the difference.

It can take as little as an hour
for the paint to dry.

Fo r technical reasons, the en-
velope cannot be painted until
after it is inflated, Haren said.

T here ’ s lots more to do, in-
cluding decal work, attaching
the electronic night sign , and
putting on the fins.

W ork is on schedule for a
possible March launch, Haren
said . ‘‘Th e r e’s going to be a lot of
things going on real quick.’’

J im M ackinnon can be reached at 330 - 996 -
3544 or jmackinnon @ thebeaconjournal . com 

W here to get help
C ertified volunteer tax

preparers provide free and
confidential tax preparation
services at the following locations
from Monday through April 15.
• A kron S ummit C ommunity 
A ction , 250 Opportunity
P arkway : 1  0 a.m. to 4 p.m. and
6 t  o 9 p.m. Mondays and
F ridays ; 6 t  o 9 p.m. Tuesdays
and T hursdays ; 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
S aturdays . 
• N orthwest C ommunity 
C enter , 1730 Shatto Av e.:
N oon t  o 9 p.m. Wednesdays . 
• A kron S ummit C ommunity 
A ction , S pringfield branch
office , 1367 Doty D rive : 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturdays . 

A bout the series
T his is the latest installment of Blimp G arage , an occasional series
chronicling the people and milestones involved in building Goodyear Tire
& Rubber Co.’s new blimp at Wingfoot L ake . 
De c. 4: C rew finishes patching
the 192 - foot - long envelope . 
De c. 8: Th e envelope is inflated
with helium for the first time.
De c. 9: Th e gondola , or car, is at-
tached underneath the envelope.
De c. 1 1: M eet the people who
are building the blimp.

De c. 1 3: Th e blimp is moved
within the hangar.
De c. 2 2: W orkers add the nose
cone . 
Ja n. 7: W orkers continue lacing
parts to the envelope.
T oday : Th e envelope top gets
painted

Tax
Many workers take out
loans to get money
C ontinued from Page D1

‘‘Th e y’v e earned it. They just
d o n’t know they ’ re eligible for
i t.’’

C ongress originally approved
E arned I ncome Ta x C redit leg - 
islation in 1975 , in part to offset
the burden o  f Social Security
taxes and to provide an incen-
tive to work , according to the
I nternal R evenue S ervice . 

W hen the credit is larger
than the taxes owed, the govern-
ment refunds the difference . El i-
gible workers filing for the first
time can also recover refunds
from the previous three years.

Th e city of A kron , C ommu - 
nity A ction , A kron M etropoli -
tan Housing A uthority , the In-
ternal Revenue S ervice , AARP
and other organizations are try - 
ing to spread the word about
free tax preparation and filing.

Th e application involves four
worksheets , and the refund has
to be claimed to be received.

Wh y doesn ’ t the IRS just in-

clude a check - off box on the
1040 EZ form ? 

‘‘Th a t would take an act of
C ongress to implement that,’’
McGh e e said . 

E lectronic refunds can take
as little as 14 days with direct de-
posit , but many workers take
out refund anticipation loans
from tax preparers to get their
money , minus a fee, faster. The
A ssociation o  f Community Or-
ganizations for Reform Now re-
ports that in 2004, 43 percent of

the households in Akron that re-
ceived the credit paid for a loan
to get their refunds early.

T he local ACORN chapter
plans a door - to - door education - 
al campaign about the tax credit.

S ummit C ounty residents fil-
ing for the Earned Income Tax
C redit can make an appoint-
ment for free tax preparation by
calling the 24 - hour appointment
line at 866 - 504 - 7400 . 

A ny S ummit C ounty resi -
dent , regardless of income , can
receive the free tax preparation
and filing, depending on how
complicated the return is.

Th e EITC income thresholds
include $ 11 , 750 for an individual,
$3 1,0 3 0 for someone raising one
child and $ 35 , 263 for someone
raising more than one child.

J ohn H iggins can be reached at 330 - 996 - 3792 
o  r 1- 800 - 777 - 7232 or jhiggins @ the
beaconjournal . com 

Banks
Profits down 59%
at National City
C ontinued from Page D1

T uesday ’ s earnings reports,
underscored how the yield
curve has hurt the nation’s
banks and thrifts.

A flattening yield curve – the
result of rising short - term rates
and comparatively low long-
term rates – squeezes financial
institutions ’ net interest margin , 
which is the difference between
what banks pay to borrow mon-
ey and what they can earn when
they lend it.

A  t the same time, many
banks faced sharp increases in
loan charge - offs amid the rush
of consumer bankruptcy filings
before the Oc t. 17 change in the
nation ’ s bankruptcy law.

J im B radshaw , an analyst
with D.A. Davidson & Co  . in
L ake O swego , Or e., said : ‘‘We
think you’l l see the yield curve
flat to slightly inverted in the
first six months of the year,’’
putting further pressure on
banks ’ net interest margins. But

he also expects only ‘ ‘ dribs and
drabs ’ ’ of bankruptcy charge-
offs in coming months.

W ells F argo & Co. said its
profit rose 8 percent in the Oc-
tober - D ecember period despite
reduced demand for home
mortgages and greater bank-
ruptcy charge - offs . I  t earned
$1.9 3 billion , o  r $1.1 4 per share,
compared with $1.7 8 billion , or
$1.0 4 per share, a year earlier.

N ational C ity said higher
loan losses and bankruptcy fil-
ings contributed to a 59 percent
decline in fourth - quarter profits . 

Th e regional banking compa-
ny earned $398 million, or 64
cents per share, down from
$ 960 million , o  r $1.4 6 a share, a
year earlier. The results includ-
ed a charge of $75 million, or 12
cents a share, while the year-
earlier quarter included a gain
o  f $477 million, or 74 cents per
share , from the sale of a credit
card processing company.

T he bank ’ s shares advanced
89 cents, o  r 2  .  6 percent , to
$3 4.8 6 on the NYSE.

F ifth T hird nearly doubled
its profit from a year earlier, but
its earnings fell short of analysts’
expectations . N et income to-
taled $332 million, or 60 cents a
share , compared with $ 176 mil - 
lion , or 31 cents a share, a year
earlier . 

Navigating around the globe?
Come home, to Ohio.com.
http://www.Ohio.com
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