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M erger to pay off
for Akron General
Stark deal will make
$11 million for system

By Cheryl Powell
B eacon J ournal medical writer

A kron G eneral H ealth Sy s-
tem will gain $11 million if
plans to merge its community
hospital in Massillon with a
competing facility go forward.

T his and other details about
the proposed merger of Ma s-
sillon Community Hospital
and rival D octors H ospital in
nearby Perry Township are
contained in hundreds of pages
of documents the state attor-
ney general’  s office released
recently . 

M assillon C ommunity Ho s-
pital is owned by Akron Ge n-
eral , while Doctors Hospital is

owned by for - profit company
T riad H ospitals In c. o  f Dallas . 

T he state had to approve
the deal because it involves a
nonprofit hospital merging
with a for - profit venture . 

No w that the proposal has
received the blessing of the
state , the two sides plan to fi-
nalize the merger by early next
month , Da n C unningham , Ak-
ron G eneral ’ s senior vice pres-
ident of legal services , said
T hursday . 

A ccording to details con-
tained in public filings, Triad is
paying $35 million t  o Akron
G eneral to purchase Massillon
C ommunity H ospital . A  t the
same time, Akron General is
paying $24 million to buy Do c-
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T aft asks PUCO
to discuss energy

Go v. Bo b T aft has asked
the Public Utilities
C ommission o  f Ohio to
find ways to promote new
energy sources.

T aft directed the PUCO
to work with interested
parties and the governor’s
C abinet to address
potential obstacles to
expansion of decentralized

o  r ‘‘ distributed ’ ’ generation
of power from local
sources . 

D istributed generation
is small - scale power - 
generation equipment that
is often owned by electric
customers and located
close to or near the
customers ’ premises . 

Th e use of distributed
generation can improve
electricity quality and
reliability as well as reduce
air pollution emissions.

W elcome to cabin in the sky
Goodyear blimp crew carefully attaches gondola to envelope of new airship

By Jim Mackinnon
B eacon J ournal business writer

It was the mating dance of the
whale and the armadillo.

M aybe that sounds unnatural,
but it describes the scene T hurs - 
day morning at Blimp G arage . 

It takes careful, intricate work
to get a fully inflated and floating
192 - foot - long G oodyear T ire &
R ubber Co. airship envelope to
hook up with its nearly 23 - foot - 
long , 3 , 200 - plus - pound gondola . 

Yo u d o n’t want to damage the

soft , thin - skinned underbelly of
the ponderous envelope. And
you want to make sure the metal
gondola , where the pilot and pas - 
sengers sit, is fully and firmly at-
tached come time for the finished
blimp to go up, up and away for
the first time next spring.

Th e blimp - building gang was
fully up to the task Thursday
morning , even with outside tem-
peratures near zero and the inte-
rior of G oodyear ’ s W ingfoot
L ake hangar maybe 20 degrees

warmer . 
It’s a lighter - than - air dance

the seasoned crew knows well.
‘‘Fo r today , what we want to

do is get it hooked up and the
weight on there , ’ ’ said Ro  n Du-
nay , airship repair station manag-
er . ‘‘(We’r e) right on schedule,
exactly where we should be.’’

W hat had been a pancake - like 
blob of neoprene fabric stretched
out on the hangar floor was now
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S ell stock at a loss to counteract a taxable gain
W ant to maximize your

tax benefits for 2005?
H ere are tips from H&R

B lock . 
E xamine your

portfolio : 
If you have a large net

capital gain in 2005, you
might want to consider
reducing your tax liability
by selling some stock that
will generate a loss before
year - end . O ffsetting a
short - term capital gain can
be advantageous because

such gains can be taxed as
high as 35 percent in 2005.

T hink about a
charitable gift:

T hanks to a provision in
the Hurricane Katrina tax-
relief bill, high - income 
taxpayers or those giving
more than 50 percent of
their adjusted gross income

can deduct the full amount
of cash donations made
between Au g. 2 8, 2005 , and
Ja n. 1, 2006 . Th e donations
must be to a qualified
charity , but do not have to
be earmarked for disaster
relief . T his temporary law
change may allow a larger
tax benefit for donations of
cash . Al s o, any donation
paid by a credit card before
year - end can be deducted
on your 2005 return, even
if you don’t pay until 2006.

U.S. warns
A mericans 
to conserve
Oil and natural gas
production reeling

By Deb Riechmann
A ssociated P ress 

W ASHINGTON: Oi l and natural
gas production in the Gulf
C oast area probably will not
recover from this year’s hurri - 
canes until next summer, En-
ergy Secretary Sa  m Bodman
said T hursday , urging conser-
vation as
the cost of
h e a t i n  g
homes is ex-
pected to
soar this
winter . 

‘‘Th e i n-
f r a s tructure
of our coun-
try took a
real blow
with H urri -
canes Rita
and K atri -
n a,’’ B odman told reporters
outside the White H ouse . 

‘‘Ev e n to this day, we have
about a third of the natural gas
and a third of the oil that is
produced in the Gulf of Me x i-
co still shut in due to the dam - 
age that was done,’’ he said.

S hort supplies will contrib-
ute to high energy prices this
heating season, said B odman ,
who urged Americans to step
up conservation.

T he E nergy D epartment ’ s
E nergy I nformation A dminis -
tration recently predicted that
households heating with natu-
ral gas can expect to spend
from 50 percent to 70 percent
more this winter, depending
on location. The agency has
scaled back its heating - cost
predictions slightly because of
mild weather during N ovem -
ber . 

B ut with the recent o n-
slaught of cold, stormy weath-
er in the M idwest and N orth - 
east , natural gas prices surged
T hursday by 9 percent t  o a
new high of nearly $15 per
thousand cubic feet for gas to
be delivered in J anuary . A year
ago the price was $7 per thou-
sand cubic feet.

A dvocates for the poor
have argued that as much as
$5.1 billion in federal energy
aid is needed to keep up with
the high fuel oil and natural
gas prices people will face this
winter . E nergy legislation en-
acted this year authorizes that
much money, but Congress has
refused to appropriate it.

T he L ow I ncome E nergy
A ssistance P rogram ( LIHEAP ) 
has been funded at about $2
billion a year for several years.
C ongress , as part of a spending
bill now being crafted, is pro-
posing $2.2 billion for this fis-
cal year and an additional $1
billion in one - time emergency
funds . 

L eaders of pilots union
a  t Delta seek OK to strike
Rank and file to vote
at bankrupt airline

By Harry R. Weber
A ssociated P ress 

A T L ANTA: Th e executive com-
mittee of the pilots union at
D elta A ir L ines In c. voted
unanimously Thursday to ask
rank - and - file members to au-
thorize a strike.

T he decision came after a
daylong closed - door meeting
i  n Ne  w York , said Le  e Moak , 
chairman of the executive
committee . 

T he vote
comes as the
n a t i o  n ’ s
third - largest
a i r l i n e  ,
which filed
for bank-
ruptcy pro-
tection in
N ew Y ork
o  n Sept . 1 4,

has asked the court to reject
the pilots’ contract so it can
impose $325 million in conces-
sions on its 6 , 000 pilots , i n-
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Boykin Lodging
Shares in the Cleveland real estate 
investment trust rose 5.9 percent 
to $12.99.

American Greetings Corp.
Shares in the Cleveland maker 
of greeting cards fell 10.9 percent 
to $23.33.
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NATURAL GAS
PRICES SURGED
T hursday by
9 percent
to a new
high of
nearly
$1 5 per
thousand
cubic feet.

NORTHWEST
TURBULENCE

U nion warns
airline to roll
back some
demands for
concessions or
risk strike. D2

S torm - related 
unemployment
J obs lost after
H urricanes K atrina , 
R ita and Wilma
climb to 599,7 0 0.

D2

On helium
G oodyear ’ s still

unnamed airship
gets all of its lift
from helium, a
colorless , 
odorless , lighter - 
than - air 
nonflammable
gas . 

H elium is the
second most
abundant
element , and has
nearly 93 percent
of the lifting power
of flammable
hydrogen , which is
the most
abundant
element . 

H elium exists
primarily as a gas.
Th e U nited S tates 
is the world’s
largest supplier.

T hird 
article
in series

T his is the third
installment of
B limp G arage , an
occasional series
chronicling the
people and
milestones
involved in
building Goodyear
T ire & Rubber
Co.’s new blimp at
W ingfoot La k e.

L ast S unday : 
C rew members
finished patching
the 192 - foot - long 
envelope . 

T hursday : 
Th e envelope was
inflated with
helium for the first
time . 

T oday : Th e
gondola , or car,
was attached to
the bottom of the
envelope . 

C oming 
S unday : M eet 
some of the
people who are
building this new
blimp . 

O nline : 
M ore photos at
O hio . com 
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PAUL TOPLE / A kron B eacon J ournal photos

A Goodyear blimp - building crew moves the 3 , 200 - pound gondola into position Thursday morning
beneath the new airship’s envelope at G oodyear ’ s W ingfoot L ake hangar in Suffield T ownship .

G ondoliers o  f Goodyear
A bove , crew members maneuver the Goodyear blimp gondola into position
T hursday beneath the envelope at the Wingfoot Lake hangar. A  t right , Ti m
C artell adjusts sand - filled ballast bags. The new airship has not been named.
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