Al-Jazeera photo via Associated Press
Ayman al-Zawahiri appears in
avideo in which he ridicules
President Bush.

Terror
leader
mocks

Bush

Al-Qaeda’s No. 2 shows
he’s alive in videotape

By Nadia Abou el-Magd
Associated Press

CAIRO, EGYPT: In a new video
aired Monday, al-Qaeda’s No.
2, Ayman al-Zawahiri, mocked
President Bush as a failure in
the war on terror, called him a
butcher for killing innocent Pa-
kistanis in a miscarried airstrike
and chastised the United States
for not accepting Osama bin
Laden’s offer of a truce.

Al-Zawahiri also threatened
a new attack in the United
States.

The video, broadcast on Al-
Jazeera TV, provided the first
concrete evidence that al-Za-
wahiri was still alive after the
Jan. 13 airstrike in eastern Paki-
stan that targeted him.

Please see Video, A5

NEWSMEN IMPROVING: ABC anchor

and cameraman recovering. A5

Smoking
ban calls
tracked
down

North Dakota group
phoning at random

By John Higgins
Beacon Journal staff writer

A North Dakota group is ap-
parently behind the calls being
made to Akron residents over a
potential smoking ban.

Akron residents are receiv-
ing calls from the group, which
then transfers them directly to
Akron City Council, where citi-
zens can ex-
press an opin-
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Exxon breaks
record

Exxon Mobil reported record
profits for any U.S. company
on Monday, the latest oil giant
to benefit from high fuel prices.
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Exxon’s profits soar

$36.13 billion in *05 highest ever for U.S. company

By Steve Quinn
Associated Press

DALLAS: For anyone stunned
by the size of Exxon Mobil
Corp.’s $36.13 billion profit in
2005 - the highest ever for a
U.S. company - some Wall
Street analysts have a message:
There’s more to come.

“Unless (energy) prices col-
lapse, earnings in 2006 will
make 2005 look like a cake-

walk,” Oppenheimer & Co. oil
analyst Fadel Gheit said.

Exxon said Monday that its
fourth-quarter profit climbed 27
percent to $10.71 billion.

And with annual revenue of
$371 billion - an amount that ex-
ceeds Saudi Arabia’s estimated
gross domestic product in 2005
- Exxon will probably dethrone
Wal-Mart Stores Inc. from atop
the Fortune 500 this spring.

Wal-Mart, with a fiscal year
that runs through January, had
$290.29 billion in revenue
through December.

Democratic lawmakers ex-
pressed outrage at the indus-
try’s latest benefit from high oil
and natural-gas prices, renew-
ing calls for a windfall profits
tax, as well as for increased in-
vestment in refining capacity
and alternative fuels.

Experts said there wasn’t
much that could be done in the
short term to lower the price of
gasoline, which now hovers
around $2.34 a gallon nation-
wide.

“As long as demand stays
high, people will have to pay
more,” said David E. Dismukes,
an energy economist and asso-
ciate director at Louisiana State
University’s Center for Energy
Studies.

Please see Exxon, A5

Flying fin at Wingfoot Lake

Wingfoot Lake hangar workers Charles Shankle (left) and Scott Babbo dangle from bosun’s chairs Monday while positioning the top tail fin of the Goodyear blimp
under construction in Suffield Township. The new airship is shaping up nicely from top to bottom. Read the latest installment of Blimp Garage on Page D1.
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Akron quaked, rattled, rolled
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Well, if you missed out on the
excitement, be patient. A state-
wide seismic network estab-
lished in Ohio seven years ago is
learning a lot about the mysteri-
ous world beneath our feet.

And we’re not done shaking.

move before. Heck, we didn’t
even know it could move.

When our houses shivered
that winter day, we glanced out-
side to look for a big truck rum-
bling down the road, or scanned
the sky for military planes due in
town for fallen astronaut Judith
Resnik’s memorial service.

would chuckle over how many
e of us recall what we were doing
when a 5.0-magnitude tremor
= shook Northeast Ohio 20 years
ago today.

The West Coast gets two or
three of those every year.

But, hey, this is Ohio. Most of

clerk’s office received about a
dozen calls.

By the time staff came in
Friday morning, the voice mail
already had 16 calls and by 1
p-m., another 200 calls were re-
ceived.
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Merida Keatts, who works in the Department of Geology at
Kent State, holds seismological data KSU recorded from the

Dec. 26, 2004, earthquake in the Indian Ocean. Please see Quake, A4

Please see Smoking, A4
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